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1st Place
My Mother’s Hands
© Maude Svensson
My Mom has worked hard and been an active person all her life. Some of my early
memories are of her hands. She used to wake me up early, having walked back in the
morning cold after her night shift at the hospital. Her hands were soft but cold when
she touched my cheeks and hair. My Mom is now 91 years. Her hands are still soft
but deformed after years of severe arthritis and living in a cold climate. I made this
photograph to preserve the memory of her hands and feel how much she means to
me.
The content of The Lens & Eye, including photographs, is copyrighted. Articles may be reproduced citing this newsletter as their source. An
electronic copy of the publication using the material must be sent to the editor at www.nbccmd.org.
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Calendar

A portrait taken in the subject’s usual
environment, such as their home, street
or workplace. It typically illuminates the
subject’s life and natural surroundings.
By photographing in their environment,
you will be able to show their character
and portray their personality, rather than
merely a likeness of their physical
features. (Must be taken on or after
December 1, 2020.)
As always, each member may submit no
more than two images per month,
including Members Showcase. Remember
that it is up to you to confirm with the
coordinator that your correctly formatted
entries have been received. Failure to do
so may result in your images not being
entered.
If you are competing in the electronic
category or submitting to Members
Showcase, please send your images as
email attachments to
nbccmdEcomp@gmail.com. They must be
received no later than 7:30 p.m. on
Sunday, December 4.
If you are competing in the print
category, please send your images as
email attachments to
nbccmdPcomp@gmail.com. They must be
received no later than 7:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 4.
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All events are (H)YBRID (held in person
at the church with a Zoom option)
unless identified as (V)IRTUAL (only on
Zoom and not in person.) Links will be
sent by GordieGram. Events start at
7:30 pm unless noted.
Dec
Dec

4 Deadline, all entries
7 Competition: Environmental
Portraits - EIC and Print
Dec 14 Board Meeting (V)
Dec 21 Program: Three Panel
Critique (V)
Dec 28 No Meeting: Winter Break

December 7 Environmental Portraits Competition Judge:
Matthew Mahlstedt
Matthew Mahlstedt is a photographer
based in Baltimore, Maryland. He grew
up just outside Annapolis, where his
mother taught him the basics of
photography at a young age.
He originally had plans to be a 3D
animator and worked several
warehouse jobs to put himself through
school. But after realizing how much
time would be spent sitting at a
computer, he made a career change.

Nighthawk Custom

He worked for 11 years as the staff
photographer for a high-end textile
importer before starting his own
company, That Baltimore Photographer,
in 2018. He specializes in commercial
photography and darkroom services.
See more of Matthew’s images on his
website.
Photos

© Matthew Mahlstedt

Matthew Mahlstedt Headshot

Upcoming Competitions
January

Open - Any photo never entered in an
NBCC competition; no time restrictions

February

Window Light

March

Nature

April

Twilight/Night

May

Open - Any photo taken within the last two
years
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Panel Photo Critique December 21

critique all #1s first, then proceed with
#2s, etc. until we either finish them all or
run out of time.

NBCC members are invited to submit
photos to the 2022 Panel Photo Critique
session to be held on Wednesday,
December 21. The critique will employ a
panel of three experienced NBCC
photographers (James Corbett, Cynthia
Keith and Carol Walsh) to review and
comment on your images.

· The panel will view each projected
image and offer their assessment of its
strengths and weaknesses in the context
of an external competition or juried
exhibit.

This event is an excellent opportunity for
you to get quality feedback on your
photographs. There are no awards – just
actionable advice from some of our top
experts. Names will not be displayed, and
participants may choose to remain
anonymous. But, to maximize everyone’s
usable takeaway, we encourage you to
speak up if the panel has questions or if
you need clarification on their
recommendations.
The Panel Photo Critique will proceed like
this:
· NBCC members may submit up to 4
electronic images each.
· Number your submitted images 1
through 4 in order of priority for having
them critiqued (just in case we don’t get
through all the images). The panel will
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· A timekeeper will assist the panel in
staying on pace.

Participants should submit images in a
process similar to the Electronic Image
Competition, i.e., JPG files with
maximum dimensions 1920 x 1200
pixels (width x height). There is no time
restriction on when the images were
taken, and there is no required
theme. There is also no distinction
between novice, intermediate and
advanced images as each image will be
critiqued on the basis of its own
merits. The filename convention for the
Panel Photo Critique will be as follows:
Priority Number-Your Name.jpg.
For example: 1-John Smith.jpg,
2-John Smith.jpg, etc.
Submit up to 4 of your photographs as
attachments to a single email, and send
them to: nbccmdprog@gmail.com
Submissions will be accepted
beginning Wednesday, December 14.
They must be received no later than
7:30 pm on Sunday, December
18. Submit all images at the same time,
in one email (no substitution or late
additions, please).

Receipt of your images will be
confirmed by personal email. Make sure
to follow up if you do not receive a
confirmation email. If you have
questions, please contact:

- Tara Ryan and Toni Robinson
Programs Committee Members
nbccmdprog@gmail.com

Images from previous panel photo critiques in order
by photographer starting at the top of page 4:
Sue Guy, Bruce Cyr, Max Kantzer, Dennis Leister
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New Club Website Resource Coming Soon on
Recommended Photo Workshops and Tours
As we all know, photography workshops
and tours can be expensive. And it can
be difficult to find objective information
we’d trust on which of these might stand
out as especially worthwhile. To help
with this, NBCC is excited to report it will
begin compiling a list of photography
workshops and tours which its members
have taken and want to recommend to
other club members.

To keep these entries sufficiently detailed
but still concise, each recommendation
should provide the following details:

A web page will soon be created within
the website’s “Members Only” section.
Club member Craig Carlson has
volunteered to compile submissions from
club members who would like to share
their recommendations. (See the club
membership list for Craig’s contact
information. It will also be included on
the new page when it is established).

1.

Specific name and location of
tour/workshop. Please include
the name of the event instructor
if that is part of what made it
noteworthy,

2.

The photographic focus of the
workshop/tour (e.g., nature and
landscape; travel; wildlife;
architecture; street life;
portraiture),

Club members who want to recommend
a photography workshop or tour can
email Craig, who will standardize the
submissions format and then work with
the NBCC web managers to post them.
Those submitting should be willing to
make themselves available via email
should other club members want to
follow up with them to ask about the
workshop.

3.

Website, where more information
can be found,

4.

Name of the club member who
participated and is providing the
recommendation

5.

One short paragraph describing
what the club member found
special and prompted it being
recommended.

Please contact Craig Carlson if you have
questions.

Page 6

Two NBCC Members Win
2022 Expo Awards
Two of our members took top honors at
MAPV’s annual expo:
- Dick Pelroy won the People’s Choice
Award (Nature) for “Marching
Flamingos Kenya.”
- Ruiqing Pamboukian won the Best in
Landscape award in the Nature
Competition for “Sunset Paria
Township.”
Congratulations, Dick and Ruiqing!
You can view Dick and Ruiqing’s winning
images on the MAPV website.

Sunset Paria Township © Ruiqing Pamboukian

Marching Flamingos Kenya © Dick Pelroy
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Competition Results: November (Black & White Open)
EIC Judge: Martin Heavner
Print Judge: Ron Beverly
PRINTS
Intermediate (11 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM

Peter Dunner
Peter Dunner
Tom Marchessault
Bennett Fletcher

Novice (21 entires)
Foucault’s Pendulum
Au Café
Norway Snow Fence
Tomb of Cage

Advanced (15 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM

Nikos Zacharakis
Tammy Trocki
Tammy Trocki
John Norvell
Dick Pelroy

ELECTRONIC IMAGES

1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM

Todd Epstein
Jennifer Nguyen
Janice Solomon
Pauline Jaffe
Jennifer Nguyen
Isaac Rosenberg
Janice Solomon

Kanata
That’s No Bull
Days Gone By
Icy Morning
Terns Fighting in Air

Quiet Escalator
Dancer
Lookin’ Sharp
Portrait
Barber Cell
Farm at Dusk
Grass Footprints and
Shadows

Intermediate (43 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM

Maude Svensson
Maude Svensson
Lorraine Chickering
Michael Blicher
Michael Blicher
Craig Carlson
Craig Carlson
Lorraine Chickering
Kurt Focke
Max Kantzer
Mark Leatherman
Kathryn Mohrman

HM
HM

Steve Parker
Jill Randell

My Mother’s Hands
Black Crab
One Tony Tomotley Tree
Happy Fellow
Ocean Photographer
Chit Chat at the Party
The OCean’s Pulse
A Live Oak Looking Glass
Loneliness of Loss
What do you see?
Bandon Beach
Reflection of the AIDS
Memorial
Lost in Baking
On the Prowl

Advanced (34 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
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Ruiqing Pamboukian
Ruiqing Pamboukian
Kent Mason
David Clemmer
Dick Knapp
Joanne Mars
Kent Mason
Toni Robinson
Jack Rosenberg
David Terao
David Terao

Winter Wonderland
Ibex Sand Dune
Trees in Mountain Fog
Utah Capitol Dome
View from LA Underpass
Withering Lotus
Old Staircase
Lone Tree at White Pocket
Mapplethorpe
Chrysanthemum
Chrysanthemum 2

NBCC Competition Results
Cumulative Scores Through November 2022
PRINTS
Intermediate
28
25
18
14
6

Peter Dunner
Kay Norvell
Tom Marchessault
William James
Bennett Fletcher, Steven Lapidus,
Kathryn Mohrman

ELECTRONIC IMAGES
Novice
34
29
18
12
10
8
6

Jennifer Nguyen
Janice Solomon
Debby Berlyne
Pauline Jaffe, Isaac Rosenberg
Todd Epstein
George Kiebuzinski
Marjorie Bloom, Larry Brauer,
Elisa Gladstone, Jean Solari

Intermediate
Advanced
33
25
22
15
12
10

Bruce Cyr
Tammy Trocki
Dick Pelroy
Bill Seelig
John Norvell
Nikos Zacharakis

30
28
22
20
19
12
9
6

Max Kantzer
Michael Blicher, Lorraine Chickering
Erico Silva
Cherry Wyman
Maude Svensson
Craig Carlson, Kurt Focke, Tom Gross,
Christina Papakonstantinou, Jill Randell
Don Picard, Claudia Seelig
Meg Clarke, Bennett Fletcher,
Sue Guy, Mark Leatherman, Bob Mazziotta,
Kathryn Mohrman, Al Neyman,
Steve Parker, Lorraine Vinci, Peter Winik

Advanced
35
30
27
22
18
12
9
6

Page 9

Kent Mason
David Terao
Ruiqing Pamboukian
James Corbett
John Willis
Stuart Glickman, Joanne Mars,
Toni Robinson, Jack Rosenberg, Mark Segal
Gail Bingham
Ira Adler, James Chia, David Clemmer,
Dick Knapp, Chet Stein

Intermediate Print Winners
November Black & White Open Competition

2nd Place
Au Café
© Peter Dunner

1st Place
Foucault’s Pendulum
© Peter Dunner

The cafe is a French extension of your
kitchen or living room since apartments are
often very small for entertaining and too
intimate for casual meetings. A cup of
coffee buys you a seat for an unspecified
amount of time. The main story is the two
guys in their own world and space. As I
began to edit the file I realized that there
were two more stories: the woman buying
something and the cashier as well as a not
well-seen man looking out, maybe at me.
For me this is quintessential France.

Leon Foucault was a 19th Century French
physicist who set a pendulum as part of an
experimentation on the earth’s rotation.
This model is in the Panthéon in Paris. The
story is not only the mesmerizing movement
of the ball but also of those around watching
it. I focused on the reflection and the
architecture including only enough of the
spectators as was necessary to complete
both stories. Both are framed in the
magnificent architecture of the Panthéon.

3rd Place
Norway Snow Fence
© Tom Marchessault
A fence in the snow-covered mountains in
June between Oslo to Bergen, Norway
intended to keep drifting snow off the train
tracks. Much of the scenery in the
Norwegian mountains even as late as June
are miles and miles of stark white snowcover and raging rivers filled with snowmelt.
In this capture, there was no need to convert
to black & white as there were no colors to
be seen, just shades of white and black on
the ground, in the mountain peaks and in
the sky.
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Advanced Print Winners
November Black & White Open Competition
1st Place
Kanata
© Nikos Zacharakis
"Kanata”, is the word we use in Greece for
"decanter", which is the object where the
light falls on in this image. This photo was
taken in a Greek monastery, in a dark room
with some side window light that you cannot
ignore. The light, the shadows, the rich
tones and the shape of the different objects
made me think of this image as a perfect
candidate for black & white.

2nd Place
That’s No Bull
© Tammy Trocki
I took this shot at the Maryland State Fair
rodeo in Timonium in September. For a shot
like this, you must use burst and act quickly,
because few of the riders can stay on the
bull for more than a couple of seconds! I
was especially drawn to the other cowboys
in the “Peanut Gallery.” They were mostly
bull riders too, some waiting their turns, and
excited by watching the action and cheering
on their comrades. Very lucky catch with
these guys’ expressions. Too bad everyone
wasn’t wearing a cowboy hat, but then I
guess it isn’t worth a spinal cord injury!

3rd Place
Days Gone By
© Tammy Trocki
I took this shot in Paris on a workshop with
Valerie Jardin last November. I was
shooting the bridal shop window with its
very Parisian reflections, when this amazing
little older lady wearing her striped socks,
boots and heart jacket wandered up to look
at the shop, too. I loved the contrast
between her and the wedding dress and
was moved by what I imagined were her
thoughts about her own wedding many
years ago, or maybe the lack thereof.
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Novice EIC Winners
November Black & White Open Competition
1st Place
Quiet Escalator
© Todd Epstein
I have always been enamored with the
architecture of the D.C. Metro system. It
obviously predisposes to interesting
photographic opportunities. I took the
opportunity during Covid to photograph
areas of the Metro system without large
numbers of people present, in order to focus
more on the architecture, rather than
shooting a “street scene”. I was lucky
enough to be at the Bethesda Metro at a
time when there were very few people and
thus my image of the escalator. The light,
reflections, and depth of the tunnel, made
for a nice Black and White Image!

2nd Place
Dancer
© Jennifer Nguyen
I took this picture at a studio in Merrifield,
Fairfax, VA with the studio lighting setup. I
processed it using PS and Nik Collection using
several filters. I enhanced the reflection
using PS.

3rd Place
Lookin’ Sharp
© Janice Solomon
This image of Agave parrasana (Cabbage
Head Agave) was taken at the Botanical
Gardens in Tucson, Arizona at the end of
June. I really like the pattern of points and
lines. The gardens were amazing.
Unfortunately, I only had 1 1/2 hours to tour
the entire gardens before they closed early
due to the extreme desert heat, and there
was a very scary-looking thunderstorm just
a few miles away. It was well over 100
degrees when I was there. I literally ran
around the gardens to see everything as fast
as I could. I'd love to go back someday NOT
during the summer!
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Intermediate EIC Winners
November Black & White Open Competition
1st Place
My Mother’s Hands
© Maude Svensson
My Mom has worked hard and been an
active person all her life. Some of my early
memories are of her hands. She used to
wake me up early, having walked back in
the morning cold after her night shift at the
hospital. Her hands were soft but cold
when she touched my cheeks and hair. My
Mom is now 91 years. Her hands are still
soft but deformed after years of severe
arthritis and living in a cold climate. I
made this photograph to preserve the
memory of her hands and feel how much
she means to me.
2nd Place
Black Crab
© Maude Svensson
The NBCC received a generous donation
last year that was partly spent on a
workshop in Cape May. An Advanced Club
member brought some props, which
impressed me. To get into conversation
and satisfy my curiosity, I asked if I could
borrow the brightly colored plastic Blue
Crab. I looked for a crab hole in the sand,
positioned the plastic crab where I could
also get a sunburst and the long shadows
of the wooden fence. With my finger I
made some small holes in the sand that
resembled crab “footprints”. And then I
shot with a wide-angle lens.
3rd Place
One Tony Tomotley Tree
© Lorraine Chickering
I had a Nikon 300s converted to standard
infrared early last year. This image was
taken on my first infrared foray in
Charleston, South Carolina in March 2022.
Tech specs: ISO 100, f16, 1/100 sec,
17mm.
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Advanced EIC Winners
November Black & White Open Competition
1st Place
Winter Wonderland
© Ruiqing Pamboukian
This photo was taken in January of this year
at Lake Louise, Canada during a selforganized photo trip with my friends. The
snow, thin layer of ice and pebbles in water,
all together created this unique
foreground. I used a slow shutter speed to
soften the cloud. It was a true winter
wonderland. I am sure I will revisit it in the
near future.

2nd Place
Ibex Sand Dune
© Ruiqing Pamboukian
This photo was taken in spring time this year
at the Ibex Sand Dune of Death Valley. I lay
myself on the ground and used a wide angle
lens to capture the ripples as leading lines.
During post process I darkened the sky to
create more contrast between the sand
dunes and sky.

3rd Place
Trees in Mountain Fog
© Kent Mason
On a cool, foggy morning in Dolly Sods
Wilderness when there was little wind, I had
the opportunity to capture this image.
Searching and finding this location, creating
the composition, waiting for the right
weather conditions and the right light was
critical in this case. These oak trees have
lichen growing on their bark from the high
levels of humidity that occur at their 4200
feet elevation near the eastern Continental
Divide.

Page 14

NBCC Board of Directors, Committees
and Appointments
_________________________________________________________________
OFFICERS
President
Cherry Wyman

Vice President
Margaret Colaianni

Secretary
Don Picard

Treasurer
Claudia Seelig

_________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTORS
Rich Chitty
Kent Mason
Toni Robinson
Roy Sewall
_________________________________________________________________________________

STANDING COMMITTEES
Competition
Judy Switt*
Lightbox:
Geoff Hornseth
Dick Pelroy
Nikos Zacharakis
Coordinators:
Max Kantzer*
Robert Barkin
Steve Lapidus

Judges
Cat Simmons*
Pauline Jaffe
Guillermo Olaizola
Ruiqing Pamboukian
Sarah H. Salomon

Education
Jill Randell*
Gail Bingham
Steve Frahm
Dick Knapp
Toni Robinson

Membership
Toni Robinson*
Michael Blicher
Guillermo Olaizola
Bill Seelig
David Sternbach

Exhibitions
Kathryn Mohrman*
Craig Carlson
Stan Collyer
Peter Dunner
Sue Guy
Mike Mitchell
Sarah H. Salomon
Maude Svensson
John Willis

Field Trips
Programs
Beth Altman*
Tammy Trocki*
Marge Bloom
Judy Ackerman
Meg Clarke
Evelyn Jacob
Peter Dunner
Kent Mason
George Kiebuzinski
Toni Robinson
NBCC
Board of Directors,
Bob Murphy
Jack Rosenberg
Jack Rosenberg
Tara Ryan
Committees and
Tara Ryan
Appointments
Paul Schmitz
Jim Turner
2022-23

__________________________________

MPA
Carol Lee*
MAPV
John Norvell*
Margaret Colaianni*

Community Outreach _______________________________
Equipment
Hospitality
Phabulous
Max
Kantzer*
TBD
OFFICERS
Photographers
David Davidson Vice President
President
Joel Hoffman*
Bennett Fletcher
GordieGram
Mark McDonough
Administrator
Montgomery County
Nikos Zacharakis
Toni Robinson*
High School
Christina Papakonstantinou
Photography Program
Janice Solomon
Kent Mason*

Photo Essay
Stu Mathison*
Nancy Morrison*
Mark Segal
John Willis
Nancy Wolejsza

Focus on Climate
TBD*
OTHER APPOINTMENTS
Lens & Eye
Janice Solomon*
Cherry Wyman*
Debby Berlyne
Gary Slayen
Share & Care
Representative
Pauline Jaffe

Facebook Group
Administrator
Toni Robinson

Database
Administrator
Bruce Cyr

Information
Systems Coordinator
Rich Chitty

Chat Group
Administrator
Bruce Cyr
Church Liaison
Rich Chitty

Asbury Liaison
TBD
Dinner Reservations
Kay Norvell
Website
John Allender*
Rich Chitty
Shelley Price

PSA Representative
Judy Burr

* denotes Commi ee Chair

Last Update: 9/23/22
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