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1st Place 
Mexican Cowboy 
© Erico Silva 

This photo was taken in the Mexican city of Dolores Hidalgo, when a cowboy (known 
in Mexico as "charro") was getting ready to go to the rodeo's arena for his rope tricks 
demonstration. The digital color image was converted to black and white in 
Photoshop.
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http://www.nbccmd.org


Page 2

Calendar 
All events are (H)YBRID (held in person 
at the church with a Zoom option) 
unless identified as (V)IRTUAL (only on 
Zoom and not in person.) Links will be 
sent by GordieGram. Events start at 
7:30 pm unless noted. 

Jan  1  Deadline, EIC entries 
Jan  4  Competition: Open EIC          
    (But Never Entered Before) 
            (Virtual) 
Jan  8  Deadline, Print entries 
Jan 11 Competition: Open Print 
    (But Never Entered Before) 
Jan 14  Field Trip: Baltimore Gears     
     and Wheels 
Jan 18  Board Meeting (Virtual)   
Jan 25  Program: History of    
     Photography (Virtual) 
Jan 29  Deadline, entries for Feb. 1 
             Competition 

January Competition Assignment:  
Open  (But Never Entered Before) 
Any photograph which has never been 
entered in any NBCC competition. It may 
not be the same or similar to others you 
have entered. (There are no date 
limitations!) 

As always, each member may submit no 
more than two images per month, 
including Members Showcase. 

If you are competing in the electronic 
(EIC) category or submitting to Members 
Showcase, please send your images as 
email attachments to 
nbccmdEcomp@gmail.com. They must be 
received no later than 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 1.  

If you are competing in the print 
category, please send your images as 
email attachments to 
nbccmdPcomp@gmail.com. They must be 
received no later than 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 8.  

Remember that it is up to you to confirm 
with the coordinator that your correctly 
formatted entries have been received. 
Failure to do so may result in your images 
not being entered. 

In addition, your mounted prints must be 
at the church on competition night. 
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Splinters from the Board 
Deconstructing the December 7 Competition Meeting 
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As many of you are aware, the 
December 7 competition 
meeting was replete with 

technical, procedural, and human 
errors. We are deeply apologetic to all 
of you.  It did not meet the standard 
that we expect from NBCC club 
meetings.  Be reassured that action 
has been taken to help prevent a 
recurrence.   

On the technical and procedural side, 
Rich Chitty (our Information Systems 
Coordinator) held a discussion with 
Competition Coordinators Max Kantzer, 
Steve Lapidus, Robert Barkin, and 
Competition Chair Judy Switt about the 
issues that arose during the print 
competition.  It was concluded that the 
hybrid setup is fine; the errors were 
glitches in the computer software.   

A decision was made to continue but 
adjust the following procedures for 
Print Competition (both to help the 
competitors as well as the viewers at 
home): 

- Print competitors will continue to 
submit properly titled and sized 
jpegs by 7:30 p.m. on the 
Sunday preceding the print 
competition. 

- As always, if you do not receive 
an automated notification and a 
personal confirmation, it is up to 
you to contact the designated 
coordinator to solve the problem. 

- On all in-person competition 
nights, competitors or their 
designee will bring their 
mounted print(s) to the church 
by 7:20, enter their information 

in the appropriate sign-in book, 
and spread the prints on the 
proper table in any order.  There 
will no longer be thumbnails of 
the jpegs on the tables as 
placeholders. 

- The camera will be set up toward 
the center of the room, near the 
laptop. 

- Viewers will see the actual prints 
projected from the lightbox 
instead of jpegs of the prints. 

Steve Lapidus, the Competition 
Coordinator on December 7, 
encountered more problems as he 
moved on to the electronic images. A 
few images that had been entered 
were not showing up, so he attempted 
to re-enter them, which caused more 
disruptions.  For this reason, we have 
decided the following: 

- From now on, no matter what, 
no adjustments to the entries will 
be made after the coordinator 
has finalized the competition 
program prior to the Wednesday 
night competition.  

Another issue we encountered 
concerned the scope of the 
assignment.  Those of us who do a lot 
of wildlife and bird photography – 
myself included – know that 
“environmental portraits” is a term that 
can include animal photography. The 
popular magazine, Outdoor 
Photographer, published an article 
entitled “Environmental Portraits” (Dec. 
24, 2018), describing how best to 
create a photo that tells a story about 
an animal in its environment.  It has 



Member News 

Craig Carlson’s “Under the Bridge” 
photo was chosen for an honorable 
mention in Maryland Photography 
Alliance’s annual photo contest and will 
be in the Maryland State House exhibit.

Kathryn Mohrman’s photos from Papua 
New Guinea are featured in the “Six 
Women Artists Who Travel” exhibit at the 
Friendship Heights Village Center until  
January 7.

Splinters from the Board (cont’d) 
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published other articles with the same 
theme. 

Members who had asked before 
submitting whether birds and wildlife 
fit the theme of “environmental 
portraits” were told that, since the 
writers of the assignment (two years 
ago) had not specified “human” 
subjects, the competition committee 
would accept “animals” but that, as 
always, it was up to the judge’s 
opinion.  The judge was advised during 
his orientation meeting and reminded 
on competition night that 
“environmental portraits” did not have 
to be limited to humans.  Despite this, 
he discarded photos of birds and 
wildlife as not fitting the assignment 
theme.  Some of the members who 
submitted those images felt misled.   

We did what we could on our end, by 
defining the scope of the assignment 
as we saw it.  The judge, as is his 
right, expressed his own opinion about 
what an environmental portrait means 
to him. As in all club competitions, we 
are subject to the ideas, background, 
knowledge, whims and quirks of each 
judge. Those upset by his decision had 
an opportunity to say so in the survey 
sent out immediately after the 
competition. The board reviews those 
surveys every month and takes them 
seriously in determining which judges 
should be considered for future 
competitions. 

Finally, our thanks to all those 
committee and board members who 
stepped up to help us get through the 
very difficult evening. Extra thanks to 

Steve Lapidus for staying calm; to Cat 
Simmons for quickly stepping up and 
running the images – as well as the 
judge’s comments - from her laptop; 
and to our judge, Matthew Mahlstedt, 
for rolling with the punches. Last, but 
certainly not least, thanks to all of you 
for being understanding and patient. As 
always, we will strive to do better.  

            - Cherry Wyman, President 



January 4 Open EIC Judge: Jenny Kuhla  
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Jenny Kuhla’s interests in photography 
are varied and include all genres. Her 
areas of specialty include 
contemporary critical theory, studio 
and location lighting design, and the 
history of photography. 

Jenny has taught at Savannah College 
of Art and Design (SCAD) for nearly 25 
years. While at SCAD, Jenny has 
served as Photography Department 
chairperson and has played an active 
role in designing curricula and distance 
learning courses. She has also been 
part of faculty councils focused on 
issues ranging from thesis best 
practices to opportunities for graduate 

students. Before she began teaching at 
SCAD, Jenny worked at the Stock 
Market Photography Agency as an 
account executive and photo editor. 

Jenny earned a bachelor’s degree in art 
history and a bachelor’s of fine art 
degree in studio art from Tufts 
University and a master’s degree in 
studio art from the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 

Photos  © Jenny Kuhla
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       January 11 Open Print Competition Judge: Donovan Marks

  
  

Donovan Marks has been actively involved 
in photography for more than 30 years. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and an associate degree in 
photo editing from the International Photo 
College. He has also completed many 
semesters at the Nikon School, 
Washington School of Photography and 
Maine Photographic Workshops.  
  
Donovan was head of photo operations at 
the Washington National Cathedral 
(WNC). As the staff photographer and 
photo editor of Cathedral Age magazine, 
he covered events and documented WNC 
life. His images have been featured in 
Washingtonian magazine, the Washington 
Times, and a number of books. Donovan 
was also a photographer and art director 
for Living Stones, a coffee table book of 
photographs and essays commemorating 
the cathedral’s centennial. 

A three-time winner of first-place awards 
for magazine photography from the 
Associated Church Press, he also received 
the prestigious DeRose-Hinkhouse award 
for his photo documentation of the 
consecration of the newly appointed 
bishop of Washington. 

In addition to his cathedral duties, 
Donovan photographed the first jazz 
concert series for Black Entertainment 
Television, covered events on Capitol Hill, 
and created an inaugural photograph of 
the Obamas and Bidens. He served on the 
board of directors of the Washington, DC 
chapter of the American Society of Media 
Photographers and is a member of the 
White House News Photographers 
Association and the National Press 
Photographers Association. © Donovan Marks

Donovan Marks



Baltimore Gears and Wheels Field Trip on 
January 14, 2023 
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Organized by Bob Murphy 
REMurphy@ScientiaPhoto.com 
443-847-6175 
  
NBCC announces a field trip inspired 
by our “Gears and Wheels” competition 
in 2017. The trip will take place at two 
locations in downtown Baltimore. 
  
Part A: The clockworks at the 
famous Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower 
(limited to 5 participants at a 
time) from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. and from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.) 
21 S Eutaw St 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
http://www.bromoseltzertower.com/
visitor-info 
  
Bob Murphy has arranged a special 
viewing of the clockworks in the Bromo 
Seltzer Arts Tower. This small space 
has a beautifully restored Seth Thomas 
clock and four 24-foot-tall clock faces. 
The clock is housed in what was once 
the manufacturing facility for Bromo 
Seltzer, and it sits atop a 15-story 
tower that was modeled on the Palazzo 
Vecchio in Florence. The main drive 
assembly is about four feet tall. The 
main drive gears (overhead) are a 
cluster of 15-inch gears. The clock 
faces are 24 feet in diameter. The 
tower offers a visually eclectic 
experience right on the streets of 
Baltimore! 
  
The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower offers 
opportunities for closeup and macro 
shots as well as more general shots. 
The lighting is challenging, but it 
makes for very interesting possibilities. 

Here are some shots taken for the 
“Gears and Wheels” competition in 
2017: https://www.scientiaphoto.com/
OtherCreativeWorks/Gears-Wheels/
i-4v9QFd4. The first 11 shots were 
taken inside the Bromo Seltzer Arts 
Tower 
  
Because of the tower’s limited sight 
lines, we are scheduling two 1-hour 
sessions, each limited to five people. 
Advanced sign-up and cooperation 
among participants will be essential.  
  
Logistics:  

• Contact Bob Murphy to sign up in 
advance, specifying your time 
preference—10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. or 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• Parking is readily available on the 
street or in paid parking 

• Proceed directly to the 15th floor 
to be escorted to the clock tower. 

• The clock room is unheated, so 
dress appropriately. 

• The B&O Railroad Museum is less 
than a mile away, so you can 
easily move on to part B of the 
field trip after your tour of the 
tower. 

• Cost: Estimated at $20 per 
person.  

A word of caution:  Bromo Tower 
involves climbing a 12-foot ladder to 
reach the towers and may not be 
appropriate for those with mobility 
issues.  If you are uncomfortable about 
climbing the ladder, you may want to 
skip this part and meet the group at 
the railroad museum.  This should be 
specified when you sign up. 

https://www.scientiaphoto.com/OtherCreativeWorks/Gears-Wheels/i-4v9QFd4
https://www.scientiaphoto.com/OtherCreativeWorks/Gears-Wheels/i-4v9QFd4
https://www.scientiaphoto.com/OtherCreativeWorks/Gears-Wheels/i-4v9QFd4
mailto:REMurphy@ScientiaPhoto.com
http://www.bromoseltzertower.com/visitor-info
http://www.bromoseltzertower.com/visitor-info


Baltimore Field Trip (cont’d) 
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Part B: The B&O Railroad Museum 
(no limits on number of 
participants) from 11:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 
901 W Pratt St. Baltimore, MD 21223 
https://www.borail.org/about 
  
The museum offers opportunities to 
photograph lots of engines and other 
railroad artifacts as well as to take 
macro and more general shots. The 
main viewing area is the old 
roundhouse, and the museum offers 
good interior and exterior space. The 
Arundel Camera Club is visiting on the 
same day, so you may see people you 
don’t know walking around with 
tripods! 
  
Logistics:  

• Parking at the museum is free. 
• Those not going to the Bromo 

Seltzer Arts Tower and those 
touring the tower from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. should 
gather at the B&O Museum 
Roundhouse entrance by 11:30 
a.m.  

• Those participating in the 11:00 
a.m. to 12 p.m. shoot at the 
Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower should 
gather at the Roundhouse 
entrance by 12:30 PM. 

• The roundhouse is not well 
heated, so dress appropriately.  

• Cost: $25 per person ($20 for 
seniors).  

  

Lunch: 
We’ll gather for lunch next door to the 
B&O Museum at: 

The Back Yard (A Bar) 
131 S Schroeder St 
Baltimore, MD 21223 
Time: TBD (maybe 1:30 p.m.) 

Remember to sign up right away with 
Bob Murphy. There is already a lot of 
interest in this field trip and first 
responders will get the available slots. 

https://www.borail.org/about/


January 25 Program: The History of Photography  
with Stephen Greenberg 
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Stephen Greenberg received his 
doctorate in early modern history 
from Fordham University; his 

dissertation was on early printing and 
publishing. After teaching for several 
years, he returned to school and 
earned a library degree from Columbia 
University, where he specialized in rare 
books and archival management.  
  
Starting in 1992, he worked in the 
History of Medicine Division at the U.S. 
National Library of Medicine (NLM; one 
of the constituent units of the National 
Institutes of Health [NIH]), where he 
became head of the Rare Books and 
Early Manuscripts Section. Stephen 
retired from NLM in June 2021. 
  
His research and publications span a 
number of fields, including the history 
of printing and publishing, the social 
history of medicine, and the history of 
medical librarianship and medical 
photography. His recent publications 
have ranged from the historiography of 
medicine in the 20th century to the 
history and future of library card 
catalogues, the influence of Florence 
Nightingale on the occasion of her 
200th birthday, and the history of 
medicine in the Outlander books and 
TV series. 
  
Stephen is a past chair of the History 
of the Health Sciences Section of the 
Medical Library Association and past 
president of Archivists and Librarians 
in the History of the Health Sciences 
(ALHHS). He has lectured and taught 
nationwide through such groups as the 

NIH Speaker’s Bureau, the Medical 
Library Association’s Continuing 
Education Program, and the Rare Book 
School at the University of Virginia.  
  
He is a distinguished member of the 
Academy of Health Information 
Professionals and the recipient of 
numerous awards, including the ALHHS 
Publication Award and NIH Award of 
Merit. In 2018, Stephen received the 
ALHHS Lisabeth E. Holloway Lifetime 
Achievement Award “for significant 
contributions through scholarship, 
leadership, and service to ALHHS and 
the profession.” 
  
Stephen is also an adjunct professor at 
the College of Library and Information 
Studies at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, where he lectures on the 
history and curatorship of rare books.  
  
An avid photographer for more years 
than he cares to count, his talk will 
present an integrated view of the 
development of photography from the 
earliest photograms to the digital word. 
In particular, he will focus on the 
history of purely technical 
developments (cameras, processes, 
and reproduction) as well as how they 
affected and were affected by 
individual practitioners (including Louis 
Daguerre, Julia Margaret Cameron, 
Alfred Stieglitz, and Gordon Parks), 
various art movements and outside 
historical events. 



9th Annual Allegany National Photography Show  
Scheduled for April 2023 

 $6,500 in Cash Prizes Awarded
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The Allegany Arts Council will sponsor 
the 9th annual Allegany National 
Photography Competition and 
Exhibition (ANPCE) April 1 – 22, 2023. 
The juried show offers $6,500 in prize 
money, including $1,500 for Best of 
Show. It also offers the opportunity 
for photographers to exhibit their work 
in the show’s digital gallery and at the 
Arts Council’s modern galleries in 
downtown Cumberland, Maryland.  

Cumberland is located in the scenic 
and historic Mountain Maryland region, 
roughly midway between Baltimore 
and Pittsburgh. 

The deadline for entries (using the 
CAFÉ online system) is Friday, 
February 10, 2023. Photographers 
may submit a maximum of six (6) 
entries in three (3) categories.  
  
Competition categories are Color, 
Monochrome, and Photography as 
Sculpture (multi-dimensional). The 
latter category is dedicated to three-
dimensional, multi-media installations 
that are fundamentally photography-
based. 
  
To access the online entry form for the 
2023 ANPCE, visit: 
https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/
anpce 
  

All artwork must be for sale. There is 
no time limit regarding when the work 
was created, although artists are 
encouraged to enter their latest 
images. 

The 2023 ANPCE juror is Todd Tubutis, 
Director and Curator of the Art 
Museum at West Virginia University in 
Morgantown, WV. He is also a former 
exhibition project director at the Field 
Museum in Chicago. He has taught and 
conducted research in cultural and 
visual anthropology in the U.S., 
Canada, and Hungary. 

This past year, the ANPCE attracted 
819 entries from 252 photographers 
representing 41 states and the District 
of Columbia. Some 65 works were 
selected for the exhibit. 

https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/anpce
https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/anpce
https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/anpce
https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/anpce
https://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/anpce
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Two NBCC Members Win    
2022 Expo Awards 

Two of our members took top honors at 
MAPV’s annual expo: 

- Dick Pelroy won the People’s Choice 
Award (Nature) for “Marching 
Flamingos Kenya.”  

Sunset Paria Township © Ruiqing Pamboukian

Editor’s Note:  Ruiqing Pamboukian’s image was improperly shown in the December issue. 
We are republishing the arLcle with the correct image orientaLon.

- Ruiqing Pamboukian won the Best in 
Landscape award in the Nature 
Competition for “Sunset Paria Township.” 

Congratulations, Dick and Ruiqing!

You can view Dick and Ruiqing’s winning 
images on the MAPV website.   

http://midatlanticphotovisions.org/
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PSA Member News

Judy Burr won 36 acceptances in the 
SAM Digital Circuit in India, including 2 
Honorable Mentions and 5 Merit Awards. 

She received 5 acceptances including 2 
Merit Awards for her monochrome, 
“Bremen Town Square,” 3 acceptances 
including a Merit Award for “Yellow Bike 
Times Three,” 4 acceptances including 
an Honorable Mention and Merit Award 
for “Ballusters in a V,” and 4 
acceptances including a Merit Award for 
“Erfurt Christmas Market.”

Yellow Bike Times Three

Ballusters in a V

Bremen Town Square

Erfurt Christmas Market
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ELECTRONIC IMAGES

Novice (10 entries)

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Jennifer Nguyen 
Pauline Jaffe 
Janice Solomon

Surfer 2 
Fireman 
Thunderbird Technician

Intermediate (36 entries)

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
HM 
HM 
HM 
HM 

HM 
HM 
HM 
HM 
HM 

Erico Silva 
Karen Finkelman 
Cherry Wyman 
Michael Blicher 
Bennett Fletcher 
Kurt Focke 
Max Kantzer 

Don Picard 
Claudia Seelig 
Don Tobin 
Don Tobin 
Peter Winik

Mexican Cowboy 
Tangier Waterman 
Dental Blues 
Finishing Touches 
Longhorn Cattle Rancher 
The Fishmonger 
Fashion Show Model in  
  Adams Morgan 
Accordion Player 
Jazz Performer 
Landscape Artist 
Taps 
Grady Holding Court

Advanced (25 entries)

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
HM 
HM 
HM 
HM 

HM 

Dick Knapp 
Kent Mason 
Chet Stein 
Ira Adler 
Robert Barkin 
David Clemmer 
Dick Knapp 

Toni Robinson

Only in America 
Flying High 
Fish Monger 
Spiro’s Uncle 
Baker’s Dozen 
Pastor Will 
Washington National Mall 
  Vendor 
My World Is No Longer    
Complete

PRINTS

Intermediate (8 entries)

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Peter Dunner 
Peter Dunner 
Steven Frahm 

Bara la Samaritaine, Paris 
La Patisserie 
Putting My Back Into My 
  Work

Advanced (12 entries)

1st 
2nd 

3rd 
HM 

Bruce Cyr 
Dick Pelroy 

John Norvell 
Bruce Cyr

Young Rider 
Photography in an  
  Escalante Staircase Slot 
  Canyon 
Sheepman 
Senator Chris Van Hollen 
  On Parade

Competition Results:  December (Environmental Portraits)           
Judge: Matthew Mahlstedt 
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PRINTS

Intermediate 

47 
25 
18 
14 
  8 
  6

Peter Dunner 
Kay Norvell 
Tom Marchessault 
William James 
Steven Frahm 
Bennett Fletcher, Steven Lapidus,               
  Kathryn Mohrman 

Advanced

49 
31 
25 
20 
15 
10

Bruce Cyr 
Dick Pelroy 
Tammy Trocki 
John Norvell 
Bill Seelig 
Nikos Zacharakis

ELECTRONIC IMAGES

Novice

44 
37 
21 
18 
12 
10 
  8 
  6

Jennifer Nguyen 
Janice Solomon 
Pauline Jaffe 
Debby Berlyne 
Isaac Rosenberg 
Todd Epstein 
George Kiebuzinski 
Marjorie Bloom, Larry Brauer, Elisa 
   Gladstone, Jean Solari

Intermediate

36 
34 
32 
28 
19 
18 
15 
12 

  
  9 
  6

Max Kantzer 
Michael Blicher 
Erico Silva 
Lorraine Chickering, Cherry Wyman 
Maude Svensson 
Kurt Focke 
Don Picard, Claudia Seelig 
Bennett Fletcher, Craig Carlson,  Tom Gross,    
   Christina Papakonstantinou, Jill Randell,  
   Don Tobin, Peter Winik 
Karen Finkelman 
Meg Clarke, 
   Sue Guy, Mark Leatherman, Bob Mazziotta, 
   Kathryn Mohrman, Al Neyman,  
   Steve Parker, Lorraine Vinci 

Advanced

44 
30 
27 
22 
18 
14 
12 

  9 
  6

Kent Mason 
David Terao 
Ruiqing Pamboukian 
James Corbett, Dick Knapp 
John Willis 
Chet Stein 
Ira Adler, Stuart Glickman, Joanne Mars,  
   Toni Robinson, Jack Rosenberg, Mark Segal 
Gail Bingham 
Robert Barkin, James Chia, David Clemmer 

NBCC Competition Results 
Cumulative Scores Through December 2022 
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1st Place 
Bar a La Samaritaine, Paris 

© Peter Dunner 
Paris has many hidden gems of archi- 
tecture and the 1920-30s department 
store, La Samaritaine, is one of them.  It 
has recently been refurbished with a food 
section, restaurant and bar on the top 
level. It's a wonderful place for a drink and 
to admire the buildings below and around 
you. Oh yes, and I spotted the 
bartender doing his magic and thought it 
was a great environmental shot.     

2nd Place 
La Patisserie 

© Peter Dunner  

She's creating Les Merveilleux de Fred 
(Fred's wonders) - two meringue layers with 
flavored whipped cream between and all 
around and dipped in a coating.  If this 
environmental shot makes your mouth 
water, there's a branch in NYC at 37 8th 
Ave. I thought there was something beautiful 
about the lighting coming from the window 
in front of the woman. I have the 
companion piece - the guy on the other side 
of the store making another pastry - if you'd 
like to see it as a diptych. 

Intermediate Print Winners                                                 
December Environmental Portraits Competition

3rd Place 
Putting My Back Into My Work 

© Steven Frahm 

This was taken near Trinidad, Cuba in the 
“Valle de Los Ingenios,” the Valley of the 
Sugar Mills, where I was on an MPA 
workshop with Essdras Suarez. I noticed how 
hard the muscular man had to work to turn 
the crank to smash the sugar cane and 
extract juice.  I used a slow shutter speed to 
slightly blur the action to demonstrate the 
effort (along with body language and the 
determination written on the man’s face).  I 
decided to frame the man with the curved 
sugar cane stalk and the upper arm of the 
other man assisting.  
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   Advanced Print Winners                                                     
December Environmental Portraits Competition

       1st Place 
Young Rider 

     © Bruce Cyr 
This young rodeo rider was shot at the 
Maryland State Fair.  Data: 180mm, f4.0, 
1/800th second, 32000 ISO.  The almost 
perfectly exposed image was processed in 
DxO's PureRAW 2 DeepPrime routine 
WITHOUT the global sharpening option.  The 
remaining noise was removed in Topaz 
DenoiseAI.  Moderate sharpening was done 
in Topaz SharpenAI.  Highlights were 
masked/darkened/desaturated in 
Lightroom.  The horse's hooves were finally 
masked for sharpening in the Motion Blur 
routine of SharpenAI to remove a hint of 
movement.    

3rd Place 
Sheepman 

© John Norvell 

My wife and I were recently on a cruise that 
circled the British Isles.  One of the first 
stops was in the Shetlands and included a 
visit to a sheep farm, where the owners 
showed us how they trained their 
sheepdogs.  This image contains all three 
elements of the action -- shepherd 
directing, dog monitoring sheep, and sheep 
in the pen.  It was an impressive show.      

2nd Place 
Escalante Staircase Slot Canyon 

© Dick Pelroy 

This image was created during a “scouting” 
expedition to National Parks and Monuments 
in Southern Utah led by former club member 
and professional nature photographer Nikhil 
Bahl.  We explored many photographic venues 
in and around the Arches, Capital Reef and 
Canyon Lands National Parks, and the 
Escalante Grand Staircase National 
Monument.  This image shows a small, lovely, 
slot canyon we found almost by accident while 
headed for the Grand Staircase. The intent 
was to show a professional nature 
photographer (Nikhil) at work in a unique and 
beautiful environmental setting.  
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Novice EIC Winners                                                                            
December Environmental Portraits Competition 

   1st Place 
Surfer 2 

© Jennifer Nguyen 

I took this picture of the professional girl 
surfer at the 2022 East Coast Surfing 
Championship at Virginia Beach.  I used my 
400mm Canon telephoto lens. My camera 
was set up as follows: f5.6, 1/2500, ISO 
400.         

2nd Place 
Fireman 

© Pauline Jaffe 

I went to the Wheaton Fire Station across 
from the library looking to get an image of 
a fireman. I went on 4 occasions and 4 
times the person that answered the door 
said no one was in at the time, and I 
needed to come back. On the last occasion 
the fireman, who was not in uniform, said 
he could show me the trucks, to which I 
reluctantly agreed.  While I was looking at 
the trucks, a fireman in uniform returned 
from a mission and I asked him if I could 
take his picture.  Score!    

3rd Place 
Thunderbird Technician 

© Janice Solomon     
           

I captured this image at the Andrews Air 
Force Base Air Show in September when the 
six Thunderbirds were preparing to take off. 
There were a lot of safety checks, ceremony 
and preparation for the pilots before takeoff 
(very important for flying within 18 inches of 
each other!).  The planes had their engines 
running for a while and it was VERY loud.  I 
stood at the middle of the runway length 
just behind the fence for at least two hours. 
The show was amazing!  I cropped out two 
other planes to get a closer image showing 
the technician at attention and the heat 
waves behind the plane.  I believe this 
plane's pilot was female!    
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          Intermediate EIC Winners       
December Environmental Portraits Competition

1st Place 
Mexican Cowboy 
© Erico Silva 

See Erico’s comment on the cover of this 
newsletter.    

2nd Place 
Tangier Waterman 

© Karen Finkelman 

This image was taken last spring while I was 
at a Tangier Island photography workshop. 
The group was photographing some birdlife 
in the canal when the subject walked out of 
a nearby home and onto his boat which was 
anchored on the waterway.  His weathered 
face, dirty hands, and ripped and soiled 
clothing seemed to exemplify a life that is 
dedicated to his profession but also one 
where he may have experienced some 
challenging times.    

3rd Place 
Dental Blues                                          

© Cherry Wyman 

After my dentist filled a tooth, the 
hygienist stepped in to do a cleaning.  I 
asked her if I could make an environmental 
portrait of her and she said fine.  It was 
quite difficult to position my iPhone to take 
the selfie; her short height made it easier 
to extend my arm beyond her head!
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        Advanced EIC Winners     
 December Environmental Portraits Competition

1st Place 
Only in America 
© Dick Knapp 

Intrepid retailers across the region set up 
food trucks on streets ringing the National 
Mall.  I was captivated by an ice cream 
vendor, a woman wearing a hijab, 
surrounded by kitschy confections on the 
truck’s panel.  I snapped a chaotic shot -- a 
photo genre known as “Street.” Unsatisfied 
with the result, I returned and asked 
permission to take a posed photo, which 
she graciously granted. Voila, I had my 
“Environmental Portrait.”     

3rd Place 
Fish Monger 

© Chet Stein 

This past spring we had the opportunity to 
walk through Jerusalem's largest market, 
Machane Yehuda with Chef Uri Navon.  Uri is 
a bit of a celebrity, since one of his 
restaurants has earned a Michelin Star. The 
image of David, who owns the Fish Store, 
was taken just prior to Uri going behind the 
counter and preparing sashimi for people to 
sample; it attracted quite a crowd.    

2nd Place                                            
Flying High 

© Kent Mason 

This image was taken at about 4200 feet on 
the eastern Continental Divide in the Dolly 
Sods Wilderness. Another photographer was 
flying this contraption  (I'm not sure what 
you call it, but it has a propeller behind him 
with the lift provided by the large kite above 
him).  He was photographing the Allegheny 
front (rim) at no more than 100 to 200 feet 
above tree level and at times was parallel to 
me.  The heavy clouds and fog in the valley 
below was a perfect background for this 
image.  I followed him using an 80 mm lens 
to take this image which was not as easy as 
it may appear since he was so close to me 
and moving quickly.    
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