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April Competition Theme:
Weather

Calendar
All events will be held remotely. Zoom links
will be sent by GordieGram.

Storms, fog, rain, snow, or ice. Prints may be
themed or open. (Must be taken on or after
April 1, 2018) As always, each member may
submit no more than two images per month,
including Members Showcase.

Events start at 7:30 p.m. unless noted.
April 7
April 14
April 15

If you are competing in the electronic
category or submitting to Members Showcase,
please send your images as email attachments
to nbccmdEcomp@gmail.com no later than
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 4.

April 21
April 28
TBD

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
TBD

If you are competing in the print category,
please send your images as email attachments
to nbccmdPcomp@gmail.com no later than
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 4.
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Competition: Weather
Program: Long Exposure Shooting the Aurora Borealis
Field Trip: Elegant Imperfection,
Kenwood’s Cherry Trees
Board Meeting
Program: Photo Panel Critique
Field Trip: Animal Life, Huntley
Meadows
Competition: EIC Open
Competition: Print Open
Board Meeting
Program: TBD
Couch Safari Field Trip: Animals

April 7 Competition Judge: Mary Ann Setton
Mary Ann Setton is an experienced
photographer, presenter, and
competition judge. For over 20 years,
she has been affiliated with the
Northern Virginia Photographic
Society (NVPS), serving as
competition chair and president, and
has been in the position of competitor
many times. As a result, she views
being a competition judge as an
opportunity to help photographers
improve and to recognize their quality
efforts with a sensitivity to their
vulnerability and desire to grow.
A Brighter Day © Mary Ann Setton

Her own images have won numerous
ribbons and awards, including first
place in the American Anthropological
Association’s world photography
contest, best in show in the Vienna
annual photography competition, two
photographer of the year recognitions
and four print of the year ribbons in
NVPS, and an Equal Award from The
Art League of Alexandria’s monthly

exhibits at the Torpedo Factory. She has had
several entries juried into the annual
Joseph Miller Abstract Photography Exhibit
and has two prints in his permanent
collection.
Mary Ann is a graduate of the Washington
School of Photography and has worked as a
professional photographer and videographer.
Her schooling has continued with many
courses including Joseph Miller’s seminar on
judging, Freeman Patterson’s photography
and visual design workshop, and various
seminars on the art of photography and
Adobe Photoshop. She organized, taught,
and led a photography club in her
Shenandoah active adult community for
nearly 13 years.
Her goal, like many other fine art
photographers, is to enjoy her craft and keep
learning while hoping that she might not only
touch the emotions of her viewers with her
work but inspire other photographers along
the way.

Waiting for Sunday
© Mary Ann Setton
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April 14 Program: “Long Exposure: Shooting the
Aurora Borealis” with Denise Silva

Denise Silva’s interest in photography
started when her grandmother shared
images from her travels to Egypt and
Africa (for safaris). The evenings
watching slideshows set the seed.
Thirty-five years later, those seeds took
root and inspired Denise to embrace
photography and, more specifically,
travel photography, and Road Runner
Photography Tours was born.
Denise has been recognized as one of
the “200+ Women Landscape &
Nature Photographers Who Inspire”
by Nature Photo Guides and has had
multiple articles published in
Extraordinary Vision Magazine. She is
a featured artist in Breakthrough
Photography’s “Night Sky Guide
(PDF).”
Her passion is to share her knowledge
of photography while introducing
people to the amazing landscapes,
wildlife and people all over the world.

Photos © Denise Silva
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April 28 Program: Photo Panel Critique
NBCC members are invited to submit
photos to the 2021 photo panel critique
session to be held on Wednesday, April
28. The panel will be comprised of three
experienced NBCC photographers who
will review and comment on your
images. Panel members will view each
projected image and offer an assessment
of its strengths and weaknesses in the
context of an external competition or
juried exhibit. A timekeeper will help the
panel members stay on pace, so that a
thoughtful analysis and commentary on
as many images as possible can be
made.
The critique is an excellent opportunity
for you to get quality feedback on your
photographs. There are no awards –
just actionable advice from some of our
top experts. Names will not be displayed,
and participants may choose to remain
anonymous. But, to maximize everyone’s
usable takeaway, we encourage you to
speak up if the panel has questions or if
you need clarification on their
recommendations.
Please follow the following guidelines in
submitting your work:

• Follow the process we use for
submitting electronic images for
competition: Images need to be jpeg
files with maximum dimensions of
1920 width x 1200 height
(pixels).
• Use this critique filename convention:
Priority Number-Your Name.jpg
For example: 1-John Smith.jpg,
2-John Smith.jpg, etc.
• Number your submitted images 1
through 4 in order of priority. The
panel will critique all #1s first, then
proceed with #2s, then #3s, etc.,
until we either finish them all or run
out of time.
• Submit up to 4 of your photographs at
the same time as attachments to a
single email, and send them to:
nbccmdprog@gmail.com. (No
substitutions or late additions, please!)
Submissions will be accepted beginning
Wednesday, April 14; the deadline is
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 25.
Receipt of your images will be confirmed
by personal email. Make sure to follow
up if you do not receive a confirmation
email. If you have questions please
contact tammytrocki@comcast.net.

• You may submit up to 4 electronic
images each. There is no time
restriction on when the image was
taken, and there is no required
theme. There is also no distinction
between novice, intermediate and
advanced images, as each image will
be critiqued on its own merits.

- Tammy Trocki, Programs Chair
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Splinters from the Board
Spring is upon us with its promise of
warmer days and renewed life - which
hopefully will inspire all of us to get out
and photograph more. It is fair to say
that we all are interested in becoming
better photographers and we are so
fortunate that our club provides many
ways to develop our artistry and
technical skills. There are the programs
that educate and inspire us, the small
group education courses which are so
effective in building skills, the
competitions and critiques that help
assess our approaches to certain
subjects, and field trips that offer ways
to explore new places and techniques.
These activities, plus many more like
our exhibitions, community outreach,
participation in Mid-Atlantic Photo
Visions, the Maryland Photographic
Alliance, and Photographic Society of
America - to name a few - help to build
the community within our club and also
strengthen our connections with the
larger photographic community in our
region.

and passion to make our club a
wonderful place to learn and to be
creative. It’s their willingness to give
back to our club that makes our
community such a special place.
As you can guess or already know, it
takes many people to make this come
together where there is always a need
for helping hands. So I urge you to
consider offering your unique talents to
continue the good work. There are many
avenues to do this, such as joining a
committee or offering a course.
There will be an opportunity to bring
forward your interests in supporting the
club during the membership renewal
period which will begin soon. In advance
of that, you can always contact the club
by email at nbccmd@gmail.com or by
using the Contact Us link on the website.
I am confident that there will always be
ways where members can help to make
our club an even better place to enjoy
and grow our photography.
- Rich Chitty, President

All of these activities are due to the
efforts of many dedicated members
who volunteer their skills, their energy,
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Member News
Al Neyman’s photo, “Back of the Hog,”
is one of 26 selected from a field of 582
entries for the Maryland Federation of
Art’s “Flora or Fauna” exhibit. The
exhibit is at the Calvert Marine
Museum, 14200 Solomans Island Road,
Solomans, MD, from April 1 through May
15. Reservations are required and can
be made here.

Mike Mitchell’s “Virtual Travel in the
Time of COVID-19” exhibit will continue
on the website of the United Methodist
Church in Washington, D.C. until April
25, at which point it will be archived by
the church. It can be seen here.
Additionally, he will present his virtual
exhibit of 36 images of the C&O Canal to
the Methodist Men’s Fellowship group of
the Paradise Hills United Methodist
Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico
on April 17.

Carol Walsh’s “The Gathering”
continues to be on display at The Arts
Barn Gallery in Kentlands,
Gaithersburg. It is part of the “Birds of
a Feather” exhibit running from March
26 through May 2. The show can be
seen here. Appointments for viewing it
in person can be made by calling the
gallery at (301) 258-6394.
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Competition Dilemma of the Month
Four days after the March portrait
competition, we were still working on a
problem which was created by
members who did not keep adequate
records of their competition entries and
awards.

Here is the one that applies to the
March portrait competition
disqualification:
Rule #6. Repeat and Similar Images.
An image may be entered into monthly
competitions and/or Members Showcase
no more than once per month, no more
than three (3) times ever; and never
after the image wins any NBCC
competition award, including Honorable
Mention. A “closely similar image” (one
that depicts the same subject from a
similar perspective and under similar
circumstances) is considered to be the
same image under this rule. For
example, photographs with only minor
changes in the scene, composition,
perspective, lighting, exposure and
processing are treated as the same
image for repeated entry purposes.

To satisfy your curiosity, two images
were removed from the entries (after
the completion of the judging) when it
was found that they had been previous
winners. Unfortunately, one of them
was a top award winner in this portrait
competition.
This sent the Competition Committee
into a scramble to confirm that this
was true; to notify the makers; to stop
the information from going onto the
website and into the Lens & Eye; to
move awards “up”; to contact the
judge and ask him to pick a “place
award” from the honorable mentions;
and to choose an honorable mention
from the non-winners. I could go on to
tell you how much the computer
program did not like the removal of
entries; or the other issues
surrounding this process; or how much
sleep was lost while working this out;
but I think you get the idea by now.

If you have a question before
submitting your entry, feel free to
contact anyone on the Competition
Committee. Don’t leave your questions
until the last minute.
judy_switt@yahoo.com
willis@fred.net
lapistevenx@gmail.com

So, I am asking (no, begging) you to
please update your competition records
and then use them. With the new
website, you can actually go back
through any of the electronic
Newsletters from 2002 and find the
monthly lists of competition winners.

Life is complicated enough these days.
Please help us keep competition less
complicated. Stay well, Stay safe.
- Judy Switt, Competition Chair

For your information, the Competition
Rules are on the website for you to
consult before entering each month.
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Upcoming Field Trips
The Field Trip Committee met in early
March to plan for the remainder of the
program year. The committee’s goal is
to host at least one “field trip” a month.
We are planning a mix of physically
distanced sessions and assignments to
encourage folks to create or explore
their catalogues and to share with each
other.
To encourage greater participation in
the fall Maryland Photography Alliance’s
2021 Photo Contest, our activities will
tie into three of the four MPA
competition categories:

Red’s Perch © James Corbett

will be provided a few days ahead via a
GordieGram. COVID-19 protocols will be
followed for this meet-up as well.

•People in Action - People in a natural,
informal setting (e.g., working,
performing, playing).
•Animal Life - Wild or domestic
animals; full size, micro, or macro.
•Elegant Imperfection - Finding beauty
in the "imperfect, impermanent, or
incomplete."

In May, George Corbin will host a
“Couch Safari.” This will be a virtual
Zoom-type event where participants can
share and enjoy images on the theme
“Animals.” Participants will be asked to
give a 10-minute share-and-tell of their
favorite images or techniques.

On Thursday, April 15, Beth Altman
will be looking for elegant imperfections
in the cherry trees of the Kenwood
neighborhood. Please email Beth at
altmanbeth@gmail.com to express your
interest in this meet up. The meet-up
will be held weather permitting and
participants will be required to wear
masks and maintain appropriate
physical distance.

In June, Gail Bingham will host an At
Home Zoom session focused on “people
in action.” Participants will have an
opportunity to share shots they are
considering for the MPA contest. Each
person will make a brief introduction to
their images and may ask for any
feedback that they would find helpful.
The other participants then will provide
constructive critique using a critique
format that will be provided.

In addition to Beth’s activity, Jim Turner
will host an animal life meet up at
Huntley Meadows in April. He will
spend some time in the coming weeks
exploring and planning. The date will
be dependent upon the weather and
shooting conditions. Notice and details

More information will be provided in
future Lens and Eye on the May and June
activities. In the meantime, please keep
these themes in mind as you create
images or sift through your hard drives.
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- James Corbett, Field Trips Chair

Small Group Ideas,
Facilitators, Anyone?
The Education Committee is
looking forward to the next program
year as this year's groups will be
finished in May. If anyone who hasn't
facilitated a group this year is
interested in facilitating or has ideas for
new offerings, please send me an email
at nbccmdedu@gmail.com. Thanks.
- Jill Randell, Education Chair

I sold to a reputable local firm. To my
surprise, my well-maintained Mark IV
was downgraded from Excellent to Very
Good because of some tiny scratches on
the LCD. I never noticed them, and they
certainly didn’t interfere with the
camera’s functionality. But apparently, in
the used camera market, buyers are
very sensitive to the LCD’s condition, for
some odd reason. Here is a quote from
the firm that bought my camera when I
asked how much value I lost:
The amount will vary from model to
model. On your particular model it made
approximately a $125.00 difference.
Clients purchasing used digital cameras
consider condition of the LCD really
important. The screen protector is
definitely a good way to protect your
investment in gear. You can also change
the screen protector if it gets scratched
up. If you had to put a new LCD on the
camera it would be a fairly pricey repair.
I looked into screen protectors on B&H
and the ones made by Vello (B&H’s own
brand) run around $25 to $30,
depending on the camera. They are
very thin pieces of glass that exactly fit
the LCD and adhere magically. They can
be removed if desired, and leave no
residue. I now have them on my R5 and
Olympus cameras.

LCD Screen Protectors
I recently sold my entire beloved Canon
5D Mark IV system (body, lenses,
accessories) and replaced it with a
Canon mirrorless R5 system.
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Who’d a thunk? I never heard of a
screen protector after being in the biz for
20 years. If you plan to sell your camera
while it still has some decent value, an
LCD screen protector makes good
economic sense.
- Roy Sewall

Member Profile: Cat Simmons
by Beth Altman
New member Cat Simmons brings her
interests in studio portraiture and
intriguing contemporary photographic
practice to NBCC.
As a mother of 6, aged 11 to 23, Cat
took an initial photography class at
Montgomery College (MC) in 2012 in an
effort to do something away from the
house and to take some time for herself.
One class led to another as Cat
discovered her passion and skill for
photography. After four years of MC
classes, the family temporarily relocated
to Vienna, Austria, for Cat’s husband’s
employment. In Austria, Cat taught her
first photographic workshop and found
her love for teaching. She then began an
MFA program in photography in 2017 at
Savannah College of Art and Design.
She anticipates graduating this May. Her
career goal is to teach workshops and
courses at colleges and universities.
Cat very much enjoys studio portraiture
and child and family photography. She
discovered her interest in both while
taking classes at MC. Since 2018, she
has taught workshops in these subjects
as well as in Photoshop at Capital
Photography Center. Cat is particularly
interested in the use of artificial light for
portraiture, which she says has opened
up a world of artistry for her.
As a fine art portraitist, Cat brackets her
exposures for HDR-type images and
relies on the histogram and good file
information for her photographs. She
uses Photoshop for workflow and
Prophoto and Elinchrome for lighting.
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Cat views portraiture as an intimate,
although fleeting, experience with her
subjects. A sense of trust is required and
she finds the relationships fulfilling.
In addition to her
portraiture work,
Cat enjoys travel
photography and is
excited about her
more contemporary,
nontraditional,
metaphoric,
nonrepresentational
photography. She
repurposes her
prints through
physical
disintegration, destroying the old and
reconstructing something new. Through
manipulation she makes a new visual
aesthetic. This is the focus of her MFA
thesis. She is using this technique to
assist and encourage individuals who
have experienced personal trauma to
rewrite memory toward the therapeutic
goal of healing traumatic injury.
Cat joined NBCC to participate in a
community with other photographers.
She has enjoyed competing in the
electronic intermediate category, has won
several awards for her portraits, and has
found the classes she has taken through
NBCC to be beneficial. Outside of
motherhood and graduate school, Cat is
an avid cycler, plans to get into film
photography, and is proud of her studio
in Brookville. She is scheduled to be a
speaker at the 2021 Mid-Atlantic Photo
Visions (formerly Nature Visions)
conference and will share her knowledge
of portraiture and family and child
photography.

The MPA 2021 “Odyssey of Light”
webinar will be held on Saturday, April
17, 2021, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Two great speakers will present two
great topics!
The first speaker will be Nevada Weir.
She is a multiple-award-winning
photographer specializing in
documenting the remote corners and
cultures of the world. She has been
published in numerous national and
international award-winning publications
including National Geographic Magazine,
National Geographic Traveler, Outdoor
Photographer, Outside, and Smithsonian.
She has also been featured in many
television productions. Nevada will share
tips for how to photograph in the
harshest of light and create beautiful
images. Her presentation will be on
“Creativity and Travel Photography”
starting at 10:30 a.m.
The second speaker is David
DuChemin, a best-selling author,
award-winning photographer, and
leading expert in the field of creativity.
His webinar will discuss techniques and
ways of thinking about creating images
designed to engage human imagination
and emotion, including questions of
vision and intent, the use of space and
time, creating depth, and using point of
view. David will also discuss mood and
mystery, storytelling, and what this all
means for our choices of moments as
well as more practical considerations,
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like the more creative use of exposure
tools, composition, and more. His
presentation is titled “The Heart of the
Photograph” starting at 12:15 p.m.
The price for the webinar is $30.
However, since our club is a member of
MPA, our members will pay only $15.
You must enter a password to receive
this discount, which will be sent out via
GordieGram. For more information and
to order tickets go to: https://
www.mdphotoalliance.org/2021odyssey-of-light.
I hope you will be able to attend this
exciting webinar!
- Carol Lee, MPA Representative

PSA Study Groups
The various parts of PSA can be
confusing and divisions contribute to the
confusion. There are six divisions and
each oversees its own operation. There
are variations due to the emphasis of
each. You can find a list and description
of each here - https://psa-photo.org/
index.php?divisions.
Projected Image Division
The Projected Image Division (PID) is the
largest and can be described as one with
no specific area of interest. This covers
all subjects and has two different star
tracks — color (PID-C) and monochrome
(PID-M). A summary of this division can
be found here - https://psa-photo.org/
index.php?projected-image-division-pid.
The division offers image evaluation, an
audio visual contest (similar to NBCC’s
photo essay program) and study groups.
The two types of study groups in PID are
described in https://psa-photo.org/
index.php?divisions-study-groups. Before
digital photography became widely used,
there was a color slide division; later an
electronic image division was added.
Eventually, the divisions were combined
to form the PID. Because the study
groups operated differently, they kept
both. One is Digital Dialog and the other
Digital Study Groups. You can see only a
sample of the Digital Study groups since
they are not open to anyone except
members of the group.
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Digital Dialog Groups
The Digital Dialog groups are open to all,
so you can look at images from all the
groups, and see the comments. This will
give you a good idea of how a group
operates. Most submit one image a
month and some skip December. You will
be able to go back several months in the
groups; there are lots of pictures to see.
A few months ago, I submitted an image
of a fern in a horizontal format (a). One
of the group members gave visual
feedback (b), which was a big
improvement over my composition. I
should have thought of that, but didn’t
take time to think about other
possibilities. The shooting conditions
were not ideal so I did the best I could.

(a)

(b)

Over the years I have been in the group,
the comments have helped me turn
several of my images into ones that were
accepted in PSA Exhibitions. Making
comments and providing visual feedback
is also a good learning tool.
The idea of all the study groups is to help
us improve our work, so it’s better to
submit images you are having problems
with, not winning images. These groups
are not competitions, but another way to
learn. Obviously groups vary depending
on the people in the group and the
commentator if there is one. The more
information members provide about their
image and not be nasty, but given as
suggestions for improvement.
Open and Specialized Groups
Both the Digital Dialog and Digital Study
Groups have open groups and specialized
ones. Some in Digital Dialog address
drones, macro, close-up, HDR, infrared,
fine arts, monochrome, creative and
more areas of interest. The Digital Study
Groups include street photography,
panorama, landscapes, nature, and other
topics.
I am also in a monochrome study group
and a travel group which is part of the
Photo Travel Division.
If you have any questions about study
groups, feel free to contact me. If you
are in a study group and have issues, let
me know and I will try to help.
- Judy Burr, PSA Representative
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My Experience in a PSA
Study Group
Immediately after joining the PSA in
2008, I signed up for one of its PID
Digital Dialog study groups (Group 26).
These are small groups of seven
photographers, from all experience
levels, who share one image per month
to be critiqued by the group’s members.
Groups can be formed around particular
themes (macro, monochrome, digitally
enhanced) or, like in the case of my
group, just open to general photography.
To join a study group, members have to
commit to submit one photo every
month and to provide constructive
feedback on the photos presented by
fellow members. Photos are
accompanied by a short background or
story and some technical specifications.
In many cases, the original photo is
attached to compare with the final
product if major post-processing has
been applied. Once online, images can
be viewed—and commented on—by
other PSA members.
Although the purpose is not to showcase
our best photos, members normally
present very high-quality pictures.
However, the forum is also used as an
opportunity to share photos members
find interesting but with which they are
not fully satisfied and are looking for a
second (or sixth) opinion. As
photographers, we are often attached to
our images and tend to find them more
attractive than they might be to a neutral
viewer. We are also too focused on the
main subject and overlook distracting
elements that are easily caught by an
impartial observer.

Candangos Shadow © José Cartas
Pinnacle at Duxton, Singapore © José Cartas

One advantage of participating in these
study groups is that they provide a
stress-free environment (no pressure to
win an award in competition!) in which
to receive a candid response from other
photographers. Comments are generally
positive, but frank. Normally they start
with what we find appealing in the
photo, and then move to specific
suggestions on how to improve it.
Sometimes the improvements are doable
(cloning out a cable or darkening some
areas) and sometimes not (change the
shutter speed or too late!). If members
don’t find the photo interesting, they say
so in a polite but direct way.
As group participants, we need to look
with a critical eye to other’ work,
encouraging each other to improve our
analytical skills. Seeing what others have
produced, and learning from their
techniques, is a sure way to get new
ideas to explore in photography.
I share with my group not just photos I
particularly like, but also less than
perfect shots, to elicit reactions. I also
use the group as a sounding board for
images I plan to submit for NBCC
competitions, such as the ones
accompanying this article. Small
improvements suggested by other
Snow Monkey © José Cartas
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members have helped me bring them a
notch higher and accumulate points at
our club.
On a final note, let me mention that
these monthly rounds facilitate a bond
among us, as we share some personal
experiences beyond the strictly
photographic field. The remote contact
can even become face-to-face. Some
years ago one member came to
Washington, D.C., and asked me for
advice on photographic sites. In
response, I offered to be his (and his
wife’s) guide, so we spent a very nice
Sunday visiting the National Building
Museum, the National Portrait Gallery,
and Old Town Alexandria. By chance, I
had planned to visit Chicago a couple of
months later, so we met again, and he
prepared a list of the most photographyworthy places of the city for me.
- José Cartas

Competition Results: March (Portraits)
Judge: John Hoover

PRINTS

ELECTRONIC IMAGES

Intermediate (19 entries)

Novice (12entries)
(7 entries)

1st

Lisa Maco

When You Know You’re
Gonna Ace the Interview

2nd
3rd
HM

Kay Norvell
Mark Leatherman
Lisa Maco

Laundry Day
Cormorant with Fish

HM
HM

Kay Norvell
Cat Simmons

Boomer
Young Man

1st
2nd
3rd
HM

Oops Messed Up That
Interview

Saul Pleeter
Nikos Zacharakis
Stan Collyer
James Corbett
Saul Pleeter
Bill Seelig

Dock Worker in Gothenburg
Lars Hiking
Felix & Oscar Portrait
Melanie at the Museum

Intermediate (27 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM

Advanced (19 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM

Maude Svensson
Maude Svensson
Janice Solomon
George Kiebuzinski

Mountain Family of Cuba
Lost in the Shadows
The Vagrant
Steel Town Quarterback
Ibtissam
Tilt and Shift

Max Kantzer
Cat Simmons
Jill Randell
Max Kantzer
Gary McDavid
C. Papakonstantinou
Steven Hannes
Peter Winik
Peter Winik

Warka Maker in Fez
Girl
Weathered
Weighing In
Top Hat
The Thinker
Leopard Seal Antarctica
Ranthambore Bread Baker
A Delicate Balance

Advanced (23 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM
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David Terao
José Cartas
Joanne Mars
Robert Barkin
Larry Mars
Kent Mason
Steven Silverman
David Terao

Maleficent
Snow Monkey
Crowned Redhead
Morning Ride
Iguana
Fawn Looking
Redhead Drake
Scott’s Portrait

NBCC Competition Results
Cumulative Scores Through March 2021
PRINTS

ELECTRONIC IMAGES
Novice

Intermediate
39
36
31
28
27
26
22
14
10
9
8
6

Steven Frahm
Steven Lapidus
Peter Dunner
Cherry Wyman
Kay Norvell
Lisa Maco
Kathryn Mohrman
Kurt Focke
Julia Malone
Richard Chitty, William James
Mark Leatherman, Tom Marchessault
Marjorie Bloom, Debbie Menditch,
Ruiqing Pamboukian, Nolan Rappaport,
Cat Simmons

Advanced
66
50
44
43
30
22
18
15
14
12
9
6

44
37
29
27
25
12
8

Intermediate
59
49
40
39
30
28
26

Bill Seelig
Stan Collyer
Dick Pelroy
Nikos Zacharakis
Saul Pleeter
Lester LaForce, Tammy Trocki
James Corbett
Bruce Cyr
Jim Turner
John Norvell, Eric Schweitzer
James Chia
Sarah Salomon

Riko Saidel
Pauline Jaffe
Tom Gross
Janice Solomon
Maude Svensson
George Kiebuzinski
Craig Carlson

18
15
12
6

Peter Winik
Ruiqing Pamboukian
Claudia Seelig
Max Kantzer, Gary McDavid
Jill Randell
Mark Leatherman,
Christina Papakonstantinou
Lorraine Chickering, Steve Parker,
Cat Simmons
Michael Blicher, Shelley Price, Don Tobin
Geoff Hornseth
Stacey Lewis, Cherry Wyman
Beth Altman, Dillard Boland, Kurt Focke,
James Frid, Tom Gross, Steven Hannes,
Al Neyman, Audrey Rothstein,
Dawn Sikkema, Ray Whitman

Advanced
108
48
36
32
30
29
27
24
18
16
9
6
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David Terao
Joanne Mars
Kent Mason
Chet Stein
Robert Barkin
James Chia, Toni Robinson, Mark Segal
José Cartas
Bruce Davis, Larry Mars
Steven Silverman, John Willis
Melissa Clark
Stuart Glickman
Ira Adler, Gail Bingham, David Clemmer,
Carol Lee, Guillermo Olaizola,
Nancy Wolejsza, Jean Yuan

Intermediate Print Winners
March (Portraits/Open) Competition

2nd Place
Laundry Day
© Kay Norvell

1st Place
When You Know You’re Gonna Ace the
Interview
© Lisa Maco

This photo was taken on a trip to the Adriatic.
We were touring around the ancient walls of
Dubrovnik, Croatia. It was a beautiful day and
many folks had laundry hanging out of the
windows. This laundress obviously had a
sense of color.

My daughter is the model in this photo.
Through the pose and intense expression, I
was trying to convey an empowered woman,
someone who is sure of herself and of her
place in the world, because we all know that
pretending to believe it helps us to really
believe it.

3rd Place
Cormorant with Fish
© Mark Leatherman
I had been at Widewater the previous
afternoon, where about 40 cormorants were
busily diving for fish. I came back at frigid
sunrise and found a spot down very close to the
waterline, then just waited for the right
moment to occur. Besides being able to see the
eye of both predator and prey, I love the blue
trim around the bird and the fish fins.

18

Advanced Print Winners
March (Portraits/Open) Competition
1st Place
Mountain Family of Cuba
© Saul Pleeter
One of the attractions of a recent trip to
Cuba was a horseback ride into a
mountainous region of the country. A
couple of miles into the ride, we came
across a family that raised and trained
roosters for cock fighting. The scene
reminded me of Depression-era photos
taken in the U.S. This photo was taken
with my iPhone 7.

2nd Place
Lost in the Shadows
© Nikos Zacharakis
A man and a woman are dancing tango in the
shadows at a tango dance social called Milonga.
Most often two (almost) strangers meet and invite
each other to a dance that immerses them both in
music and emotions. They intimately embrace for a
few minutes and then become two strangers again
at the end of the song. That’s what this image is
about, not the faces and who they are, but the
embrace, cemented by the music, as they dance
among others, but at the same far from them.

3rd Place
The Vagrant
© Stan Collyer
This is the famous painted bunting that took up
residence along the C&O Canal near Lock 17.
Although he attracted hundreds to the park, I was
nearly alone with him this late January afternoon.
He was flitting in deep underbrush with branches in
front and behind him, so it was difficult to get a
focus lock. This was a lucky shot, taken handheld
with a 400mm f/5.6 lens at 1/50 sec, ISO 1600, and
severely cropped. I don't know whether he's still
there. I've heard that some photographers have
been scattering birdseed to encourage him to stay
(a practice frowned upon by purists). I hope he
survived the winter.
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Novice EIC Winners
March (Portraits) Competition

1st Place
Dock Worker in Gothenburg
© Maude Svensson

2nd Place
Lars Hiking
© Maude Svensson

I met this man when I visited the Port of
Gothenburg, Sweden, in the summer of 2019. He
and a colleague of his were driving around in a
strange kind of boat I had never seen before. I
was curious. What were they doing? He told me
that they worked for the port, helping it fulfill its
environmental goals through research and
experiments such as measuring the values of
pollutants in blue mussels tissues. It was a
fascinating and quite complicated story and, when
I asked if I could take his portrait, he happily said
“YES.” In another stroke of luck, exactly as I was
asking him, a large ship passed right behind him.

This is my husband Lars. We were hiking but
had not walked far when I proposed to take his
portrait. Being my favorite model, he knew that
could take some time, and therefore accepted
straight away to get it done with. In secret, I
had planned this and copied a few favorite
portraits on my iPhone as ideas/references. I
had also brought a hat and a small flashlight for
fill. I shot several portraits of him but this is the
one we both liked the best. The main problem
was that Lars’ glasses change to dark in coolish
weather, but that was corrected in Photoshop. I
also corrected some reflections in his glasses.

3rd Place
Felix & Oscar Portrait
© Janice Solomon
My ”Felix & Oscar Portrait" was taken on my
sofa where my cats cuddle and “hold hands”
every day. Both cats have 1-3 extra toes and
claws on all 4 paws. I put the camera at eye
level on the sofa. It's often difficult to adjust
for their pure white and dark black fur, so I
had to do a lot of post process dodging and
burning. I also cloned out some cat hair from
the sofa and added a vignette.
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Intermediate EIC Winners
March (Portraits) Competition
1st Place
Warker Maker in Fez
© Max Kantzer
This image was taken in January of 2020 in the souks
(or old markets) of Fez. The woman was making
sheets of warka, a thin Moroccan pastry leaf similar to
phyllo. I tried to get her to smile with the few Arab
expressions I knew, but she would have none of it.
She agreed to a photograph and I was fortunate to
capture her intense expression and gestures while she
continued to work. The lighting was difficult and the
image required significant post processing including
noise reduction, contrast adjustments and dodging
and burning to bring out the details.

2nd Place
Girl
© Cat Simmons
This portrait was taken at the end of the day. The
sun was low and I anticipated being able to create a
gorgeous rim light. I used a reflector to bounce light
back onto her face while keeping the sun behind her.
I made sure to average my exposure so I didn't blow
the highlights in her hair or underexpose her face. In
post, I removed a tree that was growing from her
head, brightened her eyes and face, and accentuated
the flare in the upper right corner.

3rd Place
Weathered
© Jill Randell
“Weathered” was taken midday in a coastal town
in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico. I was quite close
to him and we had significant nonverbal
communication. His perfect placement against a
blank, textured wall and his piercing eyes drew me
to him. He didn't change his facial expression
during the time I took many pictures. The black
and white image was processed in Lightroom and
then Nik's Silver Effects Pro.
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Advanced EIC Winners
March (Portraits) Competition
1st Place
Maleficent
© David Terao
I took this portrait at a fine art and fantasy
photography workshop led by Florida-based
photographers Kelly Schneider and his wife,
Kalina. The cosplay model was portraying the
Disney character, Maleficent, who is based on
the wicked witch in “Sleeping Beauty” (i.e.,
"mirror, mirror on the wall…"). The image was
shot in a studio with an electronic strobe in a
large soft-box. Because the background and
costume were so dark, I used aperturepriority and spot metering on the face to avoid
over-exposing the face.

2nd Place
Snow Monkey
© José Cartas
3rd Place
Crowned Redhead
© Joanne Mars
This image was taken at a model shoot
where there were several models and
costume setups available. I was
particularly attracted to this strawberrycolored redhead with turquoise-colored
eyes and porcelain skin. The crown of
thorns and red muted background was
especially appropriate to her. I chose to
have her point her bare shoulder to accent
her ginger red hair against her translucent
white skin.

The photo was taken in the Nagano (Japan)
Snow Monkey Park. It was mid-November, so no
snow. However, the hot springs still produced
very interesting effects, and the monkeys
seemed to enjoy the warm water. For this
portrait, taken around noon, I decided to include
more of the environment, rather than to crop
tightly on the main subject. While shooting, I
wondered what he was thinking about. I
darkened the rocks in the background a little
and added some vignetting.
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NBCC Board of Directors, Committees and Appointments
2020-21

_________________________________________________________________
OFFICERS
President
Rich Chitty

Vice President
Cherry Wyman

Secretary
Kathryn Mohrman

Treasurer
Steve Frahm

_________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTORS
Kent Mason
Roy Sewall
Toni Robinson
_________________________________________________________________________________

STANDING COMMITTEES
Competition
Judy Switt*
Prints:
Geoff Hornseth
Dick Pelroy
Nikos Zacharakis
Electronic:
Steve Lapidus
John Willis

Education
Jill Randell*
Toni Robinson

SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Community Outreach
Joel Hoffman*
José Cartas
Kent Mason
Bob Peavy
Jack Rosenberg
Judy Switt
OTHER APPOINTMENTS
Website
Shelley Price*
John Allender
Rich Chitty
Cherry Wyman
GordieGram
Administrator
Gail Bingham*
Toni Robinson

Judges
Bruce Cyr*
Debbie Menditch
Tammy Trocki

Field Trips
James Corbett*
Beth Altman
Gail Bingham
George Corbin
Kurt Focke
Dick Pelroy
Jack Rosenberg
Tammy Trocki
Jim Turner

Programs
Tammy Trocki*
Judy Ackerman
Evelyn Jacob
Kent Mason
John Norvell
Toni Robinson
Jack Rosenberg
David Terao
Ray Whitman

Exhibits
Lester LaForce*
Jack Rosenberg
John Willis
Cherry Wyman

MAPV
John Norvell*

Hospitality
Riko Saidel*
Ira Adler
Bill Seelig
Claudia Seelig
Terry Van Houten
Ray Whitman

Photo Essay
Stu Mathison*
José Cartas
Stan Collyer
David Davidson
Mark Segal
John Willis
Nancy Wolejsza

Lens & Eye
Cherry Wyman

Share & Care
Pauline Jaffe

PSA Representative
Judy Burr

Asbury Liaison
Rich Chitty

Church Liaison
Rich Chitty

Dinner Reservations
Kay Norvell

Facebook Group
Administrator
Toni Robinson

Chat Group
Administrator
Bruce Cyr

Database
Administrator
Bruce Cyr

MPA
Carol Lee*
Membership
Toni Robinson*
Anna Aslund
Steve Frahm
Mike Mitchell
Guillermo Olaizola
Don Tobin
Cherry Wyman

Equipment
Max Kantzer *
Mark Leatherman
Kevin O'Connell
Don Picard
Nikos Zacharakis

*chair
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