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In this issue...

Calendar
Happy 2014!!
JANUARY EVENTS
Jan 1 - No Meeting (Happy New Year!)
Jan 8 - Competition Night, 7:30pm. Topic:
Two-Month Open. Judge: Ed Funk
Jan 15 - Program Night, 7:30pm. Topic:
Pictorialism on its Way to Modernism.
Speaker: Jim Shaefer
Jan 16 - Field Trip, Baltimore’s Mount
Vernon Historic District
Jan 22 - Board Meeting
Jan 29 - Program Night, 7:30pm. Topic:
Lighting for Portrait Photography.
Speaker: Frank van Riper
FEBRUARY PREVIEW
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

5 - Competition Night, 7:30pm
12 - Program Night, 7:30pm
19 - Board Meeting, 7:30pm
26 - Program Night, 7:30pm

January Competition Topic:
Open (last 2 months)
Any image taken on or after November 7,
2013. **NOTE SPECIAL DATE LIMIT**
Electronic image submissions are due by
7:30pm on Sunday, January 5.

Each month when I send out the “call for articles” for the
upcoming newsletter, I secretly worry that there won’t
be enough submissions to fill all the available pages.
And each month I am overwhelmed by how much NBCC
has to offer. This month is no exception, as we kick off
the new year with two terrific programs, a field trip that
just might cause me to take a sick day (*cough*), an
exhibit to prepare for, and a competition night.
You might notice something new at the top of this page.
We’ve redone the infamous NBCC banner this year in
celebration of the Club’s upcoming 50th anniversary.
You’ll find the new banner on coffee mugs available for
purchase at most meetings (a bargain at just $5!), and
on other assorted materials throughout the year. Take a
close look and see if you recognize fellow Club members
whose silhouettes adorn the banner.
If you’d like to contribute an article or an idea for an
upcoming issue of the Lens & Eye, don’t be shy! You can
reach us at newsletter@nbccmd.org.

– Lori Ducharme, Editor
NBCC, founded in 1965, meets most Wednesday evenings from
September to May. Competition and program meetings are held in
the fellowship hall of the Faith United Methodist Church, 6810
Montrose Ave., Rockville, MD. Membership meetings are open and
guests are always welcome.
Membership in NBCC is capped at 165 members and
we currently have a waiting list. For more information
about the club and for an application, visit the
Membership section of the club website at
www.nbccmd.org.

The content of The Lens & Eye, including photographs, is copyrighted. Articles may be reproduced citing this newsletter as
their source. An electronic copy of the publication using the 1
material must be sent to the editor at newsletter@nbccmd.org.

January Competition Judge: Ed Funk
The judge for our January 8 competition (Two Month Open) is Ed Funk. A serious
photographer for over forty years, Ed has produced many award-winning
photographs, and he lectures on all aspects of photography and digital imaging.
He is a Past President of the Northern Virginia Photographic Society and served on
the board for many years. He was named their "Photographer of the Year" six
times.
Ed taught photography at Northern Virginia Community College and lectured at
Georgetown University. He has presented his creativity workshop for many area
camera clubs and at the University of Massachusetts for the New England Council
of Camera Clubs, and at Kutztown University for the Berks Camera Club. He spent
one summer teaching at 10 locations in Italy, Turkey, England and Germany.
A member of the Art League in Alexandria, Virginia, his print Middleburg Farm in
Winter was honored in the American Landscape show. Ed's work has been widely
exhibited including a solo exhibition at George Mason University.
One of his prints was exhibited at the Smithsonian. He is
currently exhibiting at the River Farm mansion of the American
Horticultural Society and several Northern Virginia locations with
the Kingstowne Area Artists. Ed's work was featured twice on
public television's Photographers of Northern Virginia.
He has written and coauthored several publications for the
Northern Virginia Alliance of Camera Clubs. He is also a web site
designer and builder.

both images © Ed Funk

Ed has been influenced by the writings and teachings of
Freeman Patterson, Joseph Miller, Ernst Haas, John Shaw, Art
Wolfe, Bill Allard and many others. View his images at
www.EdFunkPhotography.com. 

January 15 Program: Jim Schaefer
Our first January program is titled, “Working against the medium: Pictorialism on its way to Modernism.” Jim
Schaefer describes his program thusly:
“From the medium’s earliest days, photographers have had to defend themselves from the charge that what
they do could not possibly be art. Their critics argued that photography was a purely mechanical means of
reproduction in which the hand (or mind or heart) of an artist had no part. Some critics also implied that
photography seemed just too damned easy to be art.
Take a minute to think about that last criticism in the context of its time, 100 years before the “instant” Polaroid
process was invented, let alone the truly instant digital processes we have now. At that time, photographers
had to prepare their own light-sensitive media, coating Daguerreotype plates with toxic mercury vapor or
making calotype negatives by soaking sheets of paper in silver solutions. Positive copies of calotype negatives
could then be printed if the photographer sensitized another sheet of paper by brushing it with a mixture of
silver salts and egg whites, placed it in contact with the negative, then exposed both to direct sunlight for an
extend period of time. Photography required a great deal of patience and technical skill, and a lot of very
expensive equipment – just as it does today.
Yet the debate between photographers and those who despised photography paled in comparison to the
infighting among photographers themselves. What was the essence of photography? What could be done with
the medium and what should photographers be allowed to do with it? This family argument was at its height
during the 40 years between 1880 and 1920, one of the most complicated and interesting periods in the entire
history of photography. I find it particularly interesting since, just as in all long-running family arguments, many
of the rabid advocates of one side ended up firmly in the other camp.” 
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January 29 Program: Frank Van Riper on Portrait Photography
The program on January 29th will be on Blending
Natural Light with Portable Flash to Capture Arresting
Portraits. Frequently, the addition of a flash can be
used to enhance natural light portraiture. Frank Van
Riper will discuss the various techniques and
equipment he uses to accomplish this. The techniques
to be described in this program are illustrated in the
two photographs accompanying this article. These
before and after photos were made literally within
seconds of each other, indicating how dramatically a
portrait can be improved by the judicious use of
exposure, ambient light, reflector and flash.

in the US and Italy (www.veniceinwinter.com).
(Signed copies of Serenissima: Venice in Winter will
be offered for sale at a special club 20% discount of
$40 [regular price $50].)
A popular teacher and lecturer, Van Riper is on the
faculty of PhotoWorks at Glen Echo Park and has
lectured and/or taught in the Smithsonian Resident
A s s o c i a t e P r o g ra m , t h e M a i n e P h o t o g ra p h i c
Workshops, the University of Maine at Machias, and at
other colleges and universities in the mid-Atlantic. In
2009, he and his wife inaugurated the Lubec Photo
Workshops at SummerKeys, a series of small,
weeklong, user-friendly summer classes in Lubec,
Maine, administered by the SummerKeys Music
Workshops (www.summerkeys.com).

Frank Van Riper is a documentary and fine art
photographer, journalist and author whose work has
been published internationally. His photographs are in
the permanent collections of the National Museum of
American Art and the National Portrait Gallery
(Washington, DC) as well as in the Portland Museum
of Art (Portland, ME). His 1998 book of photography
and essays, Down East Maine/A World Apart, was
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and won the silver
medal for photography from the Art Director’s Club of
Metropolitan Washington.

In October, 2010, Van Riper and his wife also
inaugurated The Umbria Photo Workshops, their first
international photography workshop in Umbria, Italy
(www.experienceumbria.com), and in January, 2013
began “Unseen Serenissima: The Venice in Winter
Photography Workshops.”
In May, 2011, Van Riper was inducted into the City
College of New York Communications Alumni Hall of
Fame.

His latest book, done in collaboration with his wife and
professional partner, Judith Goodman, is Serenissima:
Venice in Winter, a coffee table collection of black and
white photographs and essays, published in 2008 both

– Ken Goldman

Images © Frank Van Riper

3

January Field Trip: Baltimore’s Mount Vernon Historic District
Our January field trip will take place on Thursday,
January 16, 2014, to the Mount Vernon historic district
in Baltimore, MD. In addition to being the location of
the first Washington Monument (erected in 1815), this
small area is rich in 19th century architecture, from
restored townhomes built in the mid-1800's to many
cultural and religious institutions which have been
preserved in their original grandeur. We have arranged
for special access to four of the most photogenic of
these institutions: the George Peabody Library, Mt.
Ve r n o n U n i t e d
Methodist Church,
First & Franklin
Presbyterian
Church, and the
Baltimore Basilica.
There is ample
pay parking and
an excellent,
funky restaurant
where we will
gather for lunch.
We expect to
conclude
by
3:00pm, allowing
time to return to
Bethesda before
rush hour.

Following lunch we will head for the First & Franklin
Presbyterian Church. Originally located in downtown
Baltimore, the church relocated in 1859 to its present
location at Park Avenue and Madison Street. The
Gothic revival church building was designed by the
American architect Norris G. Starkweather. In 1875, a
273 foot tall steeple was added, which remains the
tallest steeple in Baltimore. In 1973 the church was
listed on the National Register of historic places.
Our final stop will be the Baltimore Basilica, formally
known as the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Begun in 1806,
the church was the first metropolitan cathedral built in
America. Its designers were John Carroll, cousin of
Charles Carroll who
was a signer of the
Declaration of
Independence, and
Benjamin Henry
Latrobe, Thomas
J e f f e r s o n ’ s
Architect of the
Capitol.
The
Basilica’s large
dome and columns
were inspired by
the Capitol. In
2006 the Basilica
underwent an
entire renovation
which included
opening to the
public the elaborate
brick catacombs
underneath the
c h u r c h . We w i l l
photograph in the
brilliant, white
sanctuary as well
as the catacombs.
© Bruce Davis, Mount Vernon
You are encouraged United Methodist Church
to arrive earlier or
stay later to enjoy
photographing the Washington Monument (designed
by Robert Mills who also designed the DC Washington
Monument) and the surrounding Mount Vernon
neighborhood, which has been designated a National
Landmark Historic District. This is one of the oldest
sections of Baltimore and was established as the home
of some of the wealthiest of Baltimore’s elite. Their
elegant homes were built around the four small parks
that radiate from the Washington Monument and are
excellent examples of 19th century architecture.

We will meet at
10:00am at the
Franklin Street
© Cynthia Keith, Peabody Library
Public Parking
Garage, which is
at 15 W. Franklin
Street between Cathedral and Charles Streets. From
there our first stop will be two blocks away at the
Peabody Library. The library opened in 1878 as part of
the Peabody Institute and is today a part of Johns
Hopkins University. The library contains over 300,000
titles dating from the late 18th to early 20th centuries.
The Reading Room is a vast space surrounded by
ornate cast-iron balconies. We will be permitted to go
up on these balconies surrounding the stacks for
dramatic images.
Our next stop will be across the street at the Mt.
Vernon United Methodist Church and Asbury House.
Completed in 1872, the church was designed by
Baltimore architect Thomas Dixon. The Gothic revival
church building is constructed of metabasalt, a greentoned Maryland fieldstone, with brownstone
ornamentation. The interior structure utilizes slender
cast iron columns and timber arches and trusses. In
1971, the church was listed on National Register of
Historic Places.

(Continued)

We will next break for lunch together at Sacha’s 527
Café, one block away.
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(Field Trip, continued)
Tripods are allowed in all of these locations. We will
have walking maps available for everyone when we
meet at the parking garage. Carpools will be available
and further information about them will be sent by
Gordiegram prior to the field trip. Please note that
January 23 has been set aside as an alternate snow
date – a Gordiegram will be sent if we need to cancel
January 16.

– Cynthia Keith

© Bruce Davis, Basilica Crypt

Inspired By The Landscape—A Photography Seminar
The Baltimore Camera Club Presents Marc Muench
The Baltimore Camera Club is sponsoring a one-day seminar featuring one of America’s top photographers, Marc
Muench. Marc will educate, enlighten and motivate. This limited-seating event will take place on Saturday, March
15, 2014 at Kelley Lecture Hall on the Goucher College Campus in Towson, MD.
Marc’s Philosophy: "Capturing powerful experiences in a still image carries many difficulties. Combining my
experience with the drama of nature and the art of creating images keeps me motivated. With no control over
weather, light, or geography, a photographer must study the subject/landscape and place himself in the most
unique position as to arrange all the variables in what will become an interesting composition."
Seminar Date, Location and Price:
Saturday, March 15, 2014. Kelley Lecture Hall on the campus of Goucher College, Towson, MD (1021 Dulaney
Valley Road, Towson, MD 21204)
Doors open at 8:00 a.m., with refreshments. The seminar starts at 9:00 a.m. and concludes at 4:30 p.m. (Lunch
is not included. However, there are many places nearby to purchase food.)
Registration is required. Tickets cost $80 per person with advanced registration, and cost $90 per person at the
door. Please visit www.baltimorecameraclub.org for further information and to obtain a registration form. 

Upcoming Competition Topics
Feb 2014: Night Photography
March 2014: Entrances or Exits
Apr 2014: Motion
May 2014: Open

Save the date!
NBCC’s Annual Photo Essay
program is Sunday, March 9
from 3:00-5:00pm. Details
available in the February
newsletter.
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NBCC Exhibit Opportunity: Activity Center at Bohrer Park
The NBCC Exhibits Committee is pleased to announce
that we have arranged an exhibit of member images
at the Activity Center at Bohrer Park, 506 S. Frederick
Avenue, Gaithersburg, Maryland, from March 21, 2014
– May 11, 2014. The call for entries is now open. The
deadline for submitting images for consideration is
January 31, 2014.

•
•

•

The theme for this exhibit is "Color Abstractions." All
images must be in color and must be an abstract
image. Abstract images, in their purest form, do not
have a recognizable subject. They do not represent
the photographed subject in a literal way but instead
communicate through shape, form, color, pattern,
texture, lines or curves. If the image has a clearly
recognizable subject, it is not an abstract.

General requirements for submission, matting and
framing for NBCC exhibits are described on pages 7-8
in the Club’s 2014 Handbook in the section entitled,
“NBCC Exhibit Guidelines.” Those submitting are
expected to read this section carefully and to abide by
the general guidelines as well as the following specific
requirements:

We will be able to exhibit approximately 25-30
photographs, depending on their sizes. Current duespaying NBCC members are eligible to submit up to 2
images for consideration for inclusion in the exhibit. A
maximum of 1 image per member will be included in
the exhibit in order to showcase the images of more
members. Images submitted for consideration are
expected to be acceptable for exhibition in a public
space (e.g., no nudes). There is no time limitation on
when the image was taken. However, as stated in the
NBCC handbook, a member may not exhibit the same
photograph more than twice in ANY club exhibit,
regardless of the exhibit location. Images may be for
sale. The City of Gaithersburg will take a 30%
commission on sales resulting directly from the
exhibit, both during the exhibit and up to 6 months
following the exhibit.

•

•
•
•

•

The exhibit will be hung on the walls of the large entry
lobby of the Activity Center. Because the Center is
open seven days a week and has a full schedule of
both daytime and evening activities, the exhibit will
receive maximum exposure.

Framed images of 16” x 20” or larger are
permitted but should not exceed 60” in any
dimension.
All matting must be white or off-white.
Frames should be professional-quality wood or
metal in black or dark, neutral colors.
Frames need to have a taut wire strung
horizontally across the back. The wire must be
securely attached to the frame with screws or
similar devices (simple clips, which are
common on inexpensive frames from Michaels
or similar stores, will not work). In addition,
the Activity Center requests that the taut
hanging wires be placed ¼ of the way down
from the top edge of the frame.
Artwork must remain in the gallery throughout
the duration of the exhibit.

The schedule for this exhibit is as follows:
•
•

For the jurying process, submission of digital
electronic images is preferred. The submitted files
should be no larger than 1400 pixels on the longest
side, in standard JPEG image format. Name each
image as follows: Your Name - Title of Image.jpg.
Submissions should be emailed as an attachment to
exhibits@nbccmd.org. All entries must be received by
January 31, 2014 in order to be considered for the
exhibit. You will receive a confirmation email
acknowledging that your images were received.

•

•
•
•
•

When submitting your entries, include the following in
your email:
•
•
•

Price (if the print is not for sale, please indicate
“NFS,” Not for Sale)
Medium (i.e., archival digital print, if printed
with pigment inks; digital print, if printed with
dye-based inks, etc.)
Email address and phone number to use to
contact you if a sale occurs other than during
the reception

January 31, 2014 - Deadline for submitting
images for the jurying process
February 14, 2014 - Latest date members will
receive notification of acceptance
March 17, 2014 - All framed work, ready for
hanging, must be delivered by the
photographer to the Activity Center at Bohrer
Park between 10:30 am – 11:00 am
March 21, 2014 – Exhibit opens
TBD – date still to be determined by Activity
Center – Artists’ Reception, 7-8:30 pm
May 11, 2014 – Exhibit closes
May 12, 2014 – All framed work must be picked
up between 10:00 am – 10:30 am

If you have questions regarding this exhibit
opportunity, please contact Dawn Sikkema at
dawn.sikkema@gmail.com.

Your full name as you wish it to appear
Full title of each image
Final framed size, listing width first

– NBCC Exhibits Committee: Dawn Sikkema, Alan Simmons,
Sarah Salomon, Sibyl Erdman, Rawligh Sybrant
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Member Profile: Geri Millman
In the summer of
2012, Geri was
elated to receive
word
of
her
“rescue” from the
NBCC waiting list,
as she had just
retired and wanted
to reconnect with
photography.

During 1983, in the midst of her busy schedule, Geri
met her second husband, Gil, while attending an “Art
in the City” class sponsored by Montgomery County.
They became acquainted, dated and were married in
1989. Realizing that Geri had an interest in
photography, Gil introduced her to his world of film
photography and handed her his Nikon F3. From that
day on he has been her mentor for film and digital
photography. Geri describes him as an accomplished
photographer. Their blended family, which now
consists of five children (her three and his two), seven
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, has
provided them with many wonderful photographic
opportunities.

Geri’s interest in
photography began
in her pre-teen
years when her
father handed her a
Kodak Brownie box
camera and showed
her how to focus
and shoot. The results always amazed her and
encouraged her to continue shooting. She now has
thousands of photos and needs to get organized. (I
assured her that NO ONE else in the Club ever has
that problem!) She favors landscape, nature,
architectural, and historical photography.

With her AA Degree in hand, Geri was ready to explore
new job opportunities but had no plan. At Gil’s
suggestion, she entered the corporate world of
Marriott International in 1989. She soon realized that
career advancement required at least a 4-year degree.
In 1990, while continuing to work, Geri matriculated at
UMUC for a BA degree in Business/Management with a
minor in Journalism. She received her diploma in
1996. In her 20-year career with Marriott, she worked
at Company Headquarters as well as at hotels doing
event planning and public relations. She also did sales,
marketing, and project purchasing, meeting with
architects, designers, and decorating sources including
photographers. In 2009, a company reorganization
encouraged Geri to leave Marriott and she decided to
retire.

Geri hails from Maryland and has spent her life living
in Montgomery County. She grew up on a small farm
in the Fairland/Briggs Chaney area at a time when it
was more rural. She learned horsemanship, took
dance lessons and belonged to the Blue Birds and 4-H
Clubs. Upon entering Sherwood High School, Geri
aspired to become a secretary and enrolled in the
Commercial Curriculum rather than prepare for
college.

Gil had retired from NRC and he and Geri now enjoyed
photography and traveling. Geri wanted to take her art
to a new level and returned to MC for more classes.
One of her teachers, Marsha Liebl, suggested that she
submit prints to the Montgomery County Fair. Her
image, Snow Plows, won a blue ribbon in 2010 and
two other images took third place awards in 2011.
Geri has also volunteered her photo skills for
community organizations, sport teams and businesses.
She has numerous endorsements for herself and her
photography on the networking site LinkedIn.

In her senior year, Geri had a life-changing moment
when she decided to go to Montgomery College. Her
school allowed her to take the SAT but her scores were
low. She persisted and Montgomery College finally
agreed to accept her on probation. Her father agreed
to pay her tuition but she had to earn her room and
board. Geri graduated from high school in 1961 and
began her classes at MC.

She shoots only digital now and her camera of choice
is the Nikon D300. Her favorite lens is the Nikkor DX
18-200 zoom. She prefers to hand hold her camera.
She does some post-processing in Picasa and also is
learning Lightroom 5. At present she is transitioning
between her new Mac and an old PC. She has several
printers, a Canon i990, an Epson Stylus Photo R2400
and two HP Laser Jets, one for color and one for black
and white. She is currently serving as the Co-Chair of
the NBCC Hospitality Committee and feeling more at
home in the Club. Her goal is to start entering images
in competition in 2014.

In 1963, college was put on hold, as Geri had met and
married her first husband and began raising a family
of a girl and two boys. Geri also worked at the NNMC
and then NIH, both in Bethesda. In 1967, she became
a stay-at-home mom until 1979, when she and her
husband divorced and she needed to return to work.
Geri found work as an HR specialist at the JLG
Regional Institute for Children and Adolescents in
Rockville and supplemented her income by waitressing
at the Peter Pan Inn in Urbana. She also returned to
MC at night to complete her coursework where finally,
in 1988, she received her AA Degree in Management.

– Jean Hanson
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Splinters from the Board
A Board sub-committee, led by Chris Hanessian, is in the process of reviewing the competition
categories. Some of the issues brought before the Board are as follows:
The Novice Unrestricted category has very few entries, especially in prints. Often there are fewer than
10 entries in electronic and 0 in prints. Therefore, we typically compete in 7 categories rather than 8.
Our club goal is to have a robust competition in all our categories.
Given the advances in cameras and software, it is increasingly difficult to define “Traditional” and to
distinguish that category from “Unrestricted.” Judges, club members, and the review committee are
often left to ponder if an image is in the correct category.
Combining the categories of Traditional and Unrestricted would leave us with only 4 categories. All the
camera clubs in the region have at least 6 and often 7 categories. So change would entail a complete
revamping of what we do now including the addition of new categories.
Our competitions (other than Novice Unrestricted) are going very well with many entries in each group.
There is no groundswell for change.
Before making a recommendation to the Board, the committee will attempt to redefine the Traditional
category guidelines to allow for more manipulation and to strive for more clarity on what sorts of images
should be placed in Unrestricted.

– Carol Lee, NBCC President

PSA Projected Image Competition
As previously announced, NBCC is participating in the PSA interclub Projected Image Division
competition. This is something new for us and we should consider this to be somewhat of an
experimental year as we learn what types of images do well and how various photos will be judged.
There are four rounds of competition and the club submits 6 images from 6 different photographers each
round for a total of 24 images. The rounds occur in November, January, March and May.
Forty-four NBCC members submitted 88 images to be considered for inclusion in this competition. The
images were judged by an in-house panel of judges composed of Roy Sewall, Alan Sislen, and Chris
Hanessian. Congratulations are in order for the following photographers whose images were selected:
Gail Bingham, Judy Burr, Stan Collyer, Lori Ducharme, Alex Guo, Jay Gartenhaus, Stuart
Glickman, Cynthia Hunter, Art Hyder, Lester LaForce, Carol Lee, Chuck Lee, John Norvell, John
Pan, Bob Peavy, Jack Rosenberg, Steven Silverman, and Alan Simmons.
We recently received our scores for November (58 points) which puts us in 6th place, tied with three
other clubs. You may follow NBCC’s progress on the PSA website below. We are in group E.
http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?2013-14-pid-ic-results

– Carol Lee
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PSA News

Willem Bier. Several members of NBCC are in
study groups and can offer advice to those who
are interested. You do have to be an Individual
member of PSA to join a study group, but it is well
worth it.

All those who have been to the silk mill in western
Maryland will recognize some of the items shown
in an article in the December issue of the PSA
Journal. Bob Friedman of the Northern Virginia
Photographic Society wrote the article after that
club took a field trip there. Donald Brown’s article
on the GigaPan Epic may interest those who make
panoramic photos. Donald is the Membership VP of
PSA and provides a detailed explanation of his
GigaPan experience. As he said, “the Epic only
makes the process of shooting panoramas easier.
But nothing could be worse that a great big, high
resolution, boring picture.” We have to remember
that big does not always equal good! Sleeping
Bear Dunes is not the first National Park we think
of, but the article on this park just might make
you plan a trip there as it offers a variety of photo
ops and draws about a million and a half visitors a
year. For you sports fans, the December Journal
also has an article on photographing tennis by a
PSA member in Argentina. The suggestions given
could apply to other sports with the lighting
conditions that are often present for tennis
matches.

Another side benefit of the study groups is
meeting other members, especially ones from
outside the USA. David Stout, a member of my
photo travel group from England, wrote to all
members of the travel groups when he was
coming to Washington. Both Jack Rosenberg and I
offered advice for his visit. My husband and I
spent an enjoyable day
with David. When he’d
had enough of DC we
took him to Great Falls
in Virginia and then
went through Point of
Rocks, where he was
www.psa-photo.org
excited to see an
American train—even
though it was a freight train. Coincidentally, he
had a photo of an Indian train in the current round
of our study group. It was interesting to exchange
ideas on photography and travel. David had a true
Washington experience when the Metro’s Red Line
was at a standstill and we had to change our plans
for meeting. He has met another member of our
group when visiting India. With the digital age, the
PSA study groups are much more diverse with
members from around the world.

As I have written in the past, PSA study groups
are a great way to get and give advice on photos.
We learn by evaluating others’ images and
receiving their comments on ours. Some say that
the advice is not “professional.” That may be in
some cases, but some study groups have
commentators who are excellent photographers.
In all the groups, you get a variety of opinions and
even visual feedback in the form of a re-edit of
your image. It is a learning experience to see how
you would improve someone else’s image as well
as to see what others might do to yours.
Sometimes a simple suggestion like flipping an
image can make a difference. What is obvious to
one may not be to another. Often, we just need a
nudge to make us think how we can improve an
image. All the PSA Divisions have study groups,
but most are in the Projected Imaging Division
where some are called Digital Dialog and others
are study groups, for a total of about 110 groups.
Most are general, but some are specific like
iPhoneography which is administered by NBCC’s

– Judy Burr, NBCC PSA Representative
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Photographer wins landmark copyright infringement suit
In a trial likely to be a landmark in terms of
strengthening copyright protection for
photographers, photojournalist Daniel Morel has
won his suit against Getty Images and Agence
France Presse (AFP). Morel was awarded $1.2
million in damages for copyright infringement of
photographs he took in the aftermath of the 2010
earthquake in Haiti.

After Morel sued AFP, the company in turn sued
Morel for “commercial disparagement,” sought to
strip him of any copyright protection in his
photographs, and requested compensatory and
punitive damages against the photojournalist.
The judge dismissed the claim that Morel
forfeited his copyright in the photographs by
posting them on Twitter.

A Federal judge had ruled in January that Getty
and AFP infringed on Morel’s copyright by
distributing his images without his permission;
this trial was held to determine whether the
infringement was “willful and intentional.”

Morel was represented by Joseph T. Baio, himself
a collector of photography, and Emma J. James,
both of Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP.

Morel was in Haiti at the time of the January
2010 earthquake, and he posted images of the
destruction on his Twitter account. Those images
were lifted from his account and re-posted under
the name of another Twitter user, Lisandro Suero,
and AFP picked up the images and distributed
them through its own image service and through
Getty, crediting them to AFP/Getty Images.
Morel’s agent, Corbis, sent take-down notices to
Getty and AFP, but it took AFP two days to issue
a kill notice, according to PDN Pulse, and when
they did, they told clients and partners to kill
images credited to Morel, but not the identical
images that had been sent out initially under the
false credit. Getty allegedly didn’t purge the
images with the false credits, and continued to
distribute them.

According to a statement from Baio, “We and Mr.
Morel are extremely grateful for the jury's careful
evaluation of the evidence and the damages
awards they have rendered against Agence
France Presse and Getty Images for their
conduct. Particularly satisfying to Mr. Morel are
the jury's findings that these major agencies
violated the Digital Millennium Copyright Act and
willfully violated the Copyright Act when they
wrongfully downloaded, misidentified, and
licensed his iconic images of the immediate
aftermath of the catastrophic 2010 Haiti
earthquake.”
— Article written by Jean Dykstra, and reprinted
with permission of Photograph magazine. To view
one of the images at the heart of this lawsuit, see
the article online at http://photographmag.com/
newsandreviews/view/295.

Our Mugs on Your Mug!
The 13th edition of the North Bethesda Camera Club mug will be available for members to
purchase at upcoming meetings. It’s a red mug featuring a wraparound silhouette of nine
active NBCC members. Join us in celebrating the upcoming 50th anniversary of NBCC with
this commemorative mug. It’s the perfect vessel for coffee, tea, pencils or plants! These
limited edition mugs are yours for the low, low price of $5 each. Buy a whole set! (Please
bring the correct change.)
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December “In a Garden” Competition Winners

© Carol Lee - Live Oaks in the Spring

© Bob White - Iris

© James Hammack - Masked Scrounger

© Cheryl Naulty - Frog on a Lily Petal

© Paul Taylor - Chic

© Larry Burton - Lotus
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Results of Competition for December 2013 - “In a Garden”
Competition Judge: Kevin Hooker
PRINTS

ELECTRONIC IMAGES

Novice Traditional (19 entries)

Novice Traditional (21 entries)

1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM

1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM

Paul Taylor
Paul Taylor
Louise Roy
Beth Altman
Leon Wetrogan
Ray Whitman

Chic
Abundance
Banyan Trees
Sunflower Bud
A Rose by Any Other Name
Giverny Tulip

Larry Burton
Claudia Seelig
Alex Karlin
Nancy Brun
Nancy Brun
Larry Burton
Ellen McGovern

Lotus
Green Wings
Keukenhof #3
Pink Dahlia
Red Dahlia
Lotus Emerging
Cactus Glow

Advanced Traditional (16 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM

Chuck Bress
Gail Bingham
Stan Collyer
Jack Rosenberg
Al Tanenholtz

Advanced Traditional (30 entries)

Anhinga-N
Dragonfly at Kenilworth...
Spikes
Blue Buddy
Spider & its Restaurant

Novice Unrestricted (no entries)

Advanced Unrestricted (24 entries)
1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM
HM
HM
HM

Cheryl Naulty
Stan Collyer
Carol Walsh
Bruce Cyr
Bruce Cyr
Stuart Glickman
Lester LaForce
Carol Walsh

Frog on a Lily Pond
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Lotus Flower w Dragonfly
Spear Thru Elephant Ear
Hot Pink Calla Lily
The Berries
Floral Fireworks, Kenilworth
Lotus Leaf with Water
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1st
2nd
3rd
HM
HM

Carol Lee
Jack Rosenberg
Melissa Clark
Alex Guo
Cynthia Hunter

Live Oaks in the Spring
Lily Pads
Peacock in the Garden
Lotus #7
Magnolia Gardens

HM

Janet Myder Hammack Bridge at Magnolia Gardens

HM
HM
HM
HM

Chet Stein
Chet Stein
Al Tanenholtz
Nancy Wolejsza

Abai Garden Sunset
Reuven’s Bee
Butterflies
Iguazu Butterfly

Novice Unrestricted (6 entries)
1st Bob White
2nd John Willis

Iris
Juvenile Jumping Spider

Advanced Unrestricted (30 entries)
1st James Hammack
2nd Dawn Sikkema
3rd Evelyn Jacob
HM Ira Adler
HM Chuck Lee
HM Chuck Lee
HM Eric Schweitzer
HM Anita van Rooy
HM Carol Walsh
HM Carol Walsh

Masked Scrounger
The Passiflor Pollinator
Matching Colors
Willis Garden Flowers
Charleston
Japanese Gardens
Bottle Tree Flower
Turtles
Bountiful Bells
Raindrop Reflection

Cumulative NBCC Competition Scores for 2013-2014
(through December 2013)
PRINTS
Novice Traditional
33
24
24
16
16
14
14
9
6
6

Paul Taylor
Larry Mars
Beth Altman
Joanne Mars
Ray Whitman
Louise Roy
Kay Norvell
Steve Lapidus
Mike Fleming
Leon Wetrogan

Novice Unrestricted
10 Toni Robinson

ELECTRONIC IMAGES

Advanced Traditional
37
22
19
19
16
15
14
12
8
6
6
6

Cheryl Naulty
Stan Collyer
Dick Pelroy
Gail Bingham
Chuck Bress
Jack Tierney
Jack Rosenberg
Al Tanenholtz
Stu Mathison
Art Hyder
Chet Stein
Ken Briefel

Novice Traditional
34
29
17
16
15
14
12
12
12
10
10
9
8
6
6
6

Advanced Unrestricted
37
26
20
20
18
16
12
12
10
9
6
6
6

Chris Hanessian
Stan Collyer
Carol Walsh
Lester LaForce
Bruce Cyr
Dick Pelroy
Willem Bier
Gail Bingham
Cheryl Naulty
Bill Seelig
Stuart Glickman
Mark Segal
Dawn Sikkema

Ellen McGovern
Claudia Seelig
Alex Karlin
Larry Burton
Sergiy Glushchak
Ray Whitman
Nancy Brun
Morris Liss
Louise Roy
Mike Abbott
Norm Zober
Ken Goldman
Joan Linderman
Joanne Mars
Kay Norvell
Jean-Pierre Plé

Novice Unrestricted
19
19
19
10
9
8
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Toni Robinson
Bob White
John Willis
Joan Linderman
Mike Abbott
Steven Lapidus

Advanced Traditional
29
28
28
22
18
16
15

Jack Rosenberg
Chet Stein
Jack Tierney
Stan Collyer
Al Tanenholtz
Carol Lee
Alex Guo

15 Janet Myder Hammack

14
14
12
9
8
6
6
6
6
6
6

Melissa Clark
Rebecca Tidman
Cynthia Hunter
Bob Peavy
Art Hyder
David Davidson
Jay Gartenhaus
Kent Mason
Mark Segal
Nancy Wolejsza
Jean Yuan

Advanced Unrestricted
34
29
27
24
22
22
22
20
12
12
10
6
6

Chuck Lee
Dawn Sikkema
Lori Ducharme
Carol Walsh
José Cartas
James Hammack
Evelyn Jacob
Ira Adler
Bruce Davis
Sarah Salomon
Melissa Clark
Gail Bingham
Cynthia Hunter

6

Janet Myder Hammack

6
6
6
6

Dick Pelroy
Eric Schweitzer
Roy Sewall
Anita van Rooy

2013-2014 NBCC Board of Directors, Standing, and Special Committees
President
Carol Lee

Vice President
David Davidson

Programs
Paul Taylor
Gail Bingham
Steve Gelband
Kent Mason
John Norvell
Toni Robinson
Jack Rosenberg
Ray Whitman

Membership
Chuck Lee

Competition
Judy Switt

Exhibits
Sybl Erdman
Jay Gartenhaus
Dawn Sikkema
Alan Simmons
Rawligh Sybrant

Prints
Bill Ho
Bill Richards

Voting members in bold
Education
Chris Hanessian
Tom Field
Tatiana Watson

Kent Mason
Roy Sewall
Alan Sislen

Competition Image Review
Gordie Corbin
Tom Field
Bob Peavy
Stuart Glickman

Alan Sislen
Judy Switt
Anita Van Rooy

Secretary
Bruce Cyr

Electronic
Tom Field
Willem Bier
John Willis

Treasurer
Ray Whitman
Judges
Ken Goldman
Chet Stein
Steve Robinson
Webmaster
Tom Field
Lens & Eye
Lori Ducharme

Community Outreach
Bob Peavy
Joel Hoffman
Meryl Silver
Ron Dietrich
Judy Switt
Chris Hanessian
Kent Mason
Long-Range Planning
David Davidson
Bob Dargel
Lori Ducharme
Tom Field

Chuck Lee
Bob Peavy
Paul Taylor

Directors
Gordie Corbin
Bob Dargel

Hospitality
Geri Millman*
Bobbie Havel*
Terry van Houten
Jim Render
Virginia Render
Ruth Sachs
*co-chairs
New Member Liaison
Gail Bingham

Kent Mason
Bob Peavy
Field Trips
Cheryl Naulty
Ray Ao
Silvie Ao
Gail Bingham
Bruce Davis
Deeva Garel
Cynthia Keith
Dick Pelroy
Steve Silverman
Lorraine Vinci

Corbin-Switt Photo Essay
Tom Field
Stu Mathison
John Pan
Willem Bier
John Willis
David Davidson
PSA Representative
Judy Burr
Awards Event Coordinator
John Villforth
Database Administrator
Ken Goldman

FIRST CLASS MAIL
North Bethesda Camera Club
15311-C Gable Ridge Ct.
Rockville, MD 20850

